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The Christian’s Supreme Authority 

I wonder if I might make some comments 
on the recent issue of HIS, a fine issue gen 
erally but with some not unimportant flaws 
... 1 found three things with which I can- 
not agree in the article on “The Christian’s 
Supreme Authority.” 

Paragraph 4: “. .. the Lord Jesus Christ, 
revealed in... . the traditions of the 
church.” This represents the Roman Catho- 
lic position. My authority is “the Lord Jesus 
Christ as revealed in” the Bible and the 
Bible alone. Tradition may—note I say, 
may—add some interesting facts about His 
life and times, but nothing received from 
tradition will ever become authoritative to 
any intelligent Protestant. The Bible is the 
sole authority for faith and practice. 

Paragraph 4: “Protestants exalt the 
Scriptures as... inerrant as interpreted by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.” This is 
an excellent example of the Barthian view 


of the Bible. On the face of it, the meaning 
of this sentence is that the Bible is only in- 
errant when interpreted by the Holy Spirit. 
Historic Christianity believes that the Bible 
is objectively inerrant. The Holy Spirit 
does not make the Bible inerrant for me 
today by interpretation; the Bible is iner- 
rant by virtue of its divine origin, and the 
Holy Spirit guides me into that Truth 
already revealed. 

Page 10, paragraph 4: “We will be 
helped by reading from commentators and 
theologians against whom we have been 
warned.” Perhaps so, but unless we have 
been thoroughly grounded in the orth- 
odox position, nothing less than confu- 
sion can result from reading the works of 
liberals and radicals. One must first be 
taught the truth before one can be stimu- 
lated in his thinking about his own position. 
Furthermore, the quotation attributed to the 
Reformers is reversed in its application 
here. “Test every dogma by the Word” is 
absolutely true, but our author suggests 
that we test the Word by every dogma, 
and that is an entirely different matter. 

I trust this criticism will be taken in the 


spirit in which it is given: namely, in the 
interest of sound statement of our conserva- 
tive position in order to help students in 
their study and use of the Bible. 


Philadelphia, Pa. FrANcis STEELE 
The Bible Study Habit 

I believe I look forward most eagerly to 
“This Morning with God.” I feel I’ve estab- 
lished more firmly the habit of Bible study 
through these devotional pages, which have 
been a valuable help to me. 
Stratford, Conn, Mrs, Houpen Rorry 


Bibliography Repercussions 

I have been commending the Wilbur 
Smith book list both to my classes here 
(Northern Baptist Theological Seminary) 
and at Wheaton, and know there was con- 
siderable demand for that issue. I like the 
idea of broadening this HIS interest to make 
it increasingly more’ than a “house organ” 
and giving it a general seminary-college 
usefulness. 


Chicago, Ill. Cart F. H, Henry 
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A letter from His Satanic Majesty, with apologies to C. S. Lewis. 


SATAN ON WORSHIP 


By E. T. Peer 


NTO ALL potentates, powers, and 
U agents in all lands, and on all 
assignments, greetings in the name of 
the Illustrious and Renowned, the 
Ruler of the Kingdom of Darkness and 
Noise: 

It has come to His Majesty’s. ears 
that certain recent events have gravely 
threatened His domains. Indeed, in 
some quarters whole realms of tumult 
and strife have been turned into ver- 
itable paradises of peace, and barren 
wastes into gardens blossoming as the 
rose (to quote the Enemy). 

This thing we hate. 

At a secret session of the Cabinet, 
it was decided that a Royal Commis- 
sion be appointed to investigate the 
negligence which permitted this tem- 
porary disaster to overtake us. 

So far, the general plan of the 
Enemy is entirely incomprehensible 
to our General Staff. But in spite of 
the difficulties in discovering His plan 
for the future and the reasons for His 
present behavior, His immediate pur- 
pose seems obvious. He has organized 
those individuals who deserted to Him 
into what He terms “local churches,” 
part of the “whole church,” or what 
He calls His “Body.” These groups 
meet together to worship Him; and 
when they do really worship Him 
they gain a mysterious inner strength 
that is most difficult to subdue. 


You will please pay attention to the 
master plan for combating this evil. 
It involves an attack on the two wings 
of the “churches”—which wing we 
attack in any one locality depending 
upon local conditions, the variety of 
individuals, etc. 

The first wing comprises the edu- 
cated, successful folk, the ‘upper 
crust.” You are to make them feel that 
they must maintain their “respect- 
ability,” at all costs. By over-empha- 
sizing this respectability angle, it 
should be easy to make the “upper 
crust” people so insist on “dignity” 
that they will lose sight of Him they 
came to worship. This is an old and 
tried piece of strategy, and it seldom 
fails. “Form” will become all-impor- 
tant to them, and so our purpose will 
be accomplished. 

A very dangerous—though small— 
group will demand the closest watch- 
ing and the most unremitting tempta- 
tions. They are those who love beauty 
because it is the Enemy’s and because 
they see Him more clearly through 
it. Since real dignity is simply the ad- 
herence to the rules of beauty, they 
love dignity too, but only so far as it 
aids in the Enemy’s worship, both in 
united services and in moment-by- 
moment living with Him. To this 
group—and may all the furies of hell 
be let loose upon them—good music 





only praises Him more worthily, and 
a beautiful service where there is free- 
dom merely helps to show a little more 
adequately how amazing is His grace, 
how appealing is His love. 

Of course you know by now that 
reverence and quietness always attend 
those who are intimates of the Enemy. 
Somehow, they come to assume a tem- 
pered, disciplined fervor which is 
quite alien to them. Even among the 
humblest you will find those who 
come to know almost instinctively 
what is fitting for His worship. Their 
concentration on the Enemy and their 
abasement of themselves is beneath 
contempt. To overcome these traits 
is a task, but it can be done by the 
over-emphasis strategy. Work hard on 
over-emphasizing dignity in the minds 
of the “upper crust,” and perhaps even 
some of this smaller group will be 
won, And great will be your reward! 

The other wing are those with 


parched, shut-in minds and narrow, 


withered souls. They are fine subjects 
for delightful tempting, though such 
tempting can scarcely be called an art, 
they fall a prey to it so easily. Seize 
on some detail of doctrine and empha- 
size it to the exclusion of worship. 
They'll love it. Prophecy will do ex- 
cellently—or any other topic—just so 
they get to believing that, once having 
given their mental assent to the Ene- 
my’s assertions, they have no blemish. 
Get them to concentrate on something 
—anything—so hard that they forget 
to worship the Enemy. A good-sized 
group of this sort of people will be 
able—with constant tutelage on your 
part—to make a local church of real 
value to us. 


People in this wing despise ‘“‘formal- 
ism” because it has nothing to do with 
their particular doctrine; they can’t 
appreciate beauty, and dignity is for- 
eign to them. So make them glory in 
their irreverence. (Of course, all this 
will have to stem from the merest 
nodding acquaintance with the Ene- 
my.) Soon their ardor in introducing 
others to the Enemy will be so cool 
as to be of negligible trouble, and 
any individuals they do attract will 
shortly be frostbitten by their chilly 
attitude, 

Which brings me to the latter part 
of our plan, a part which may become 
particularly useful as time goes on. 
It may take many years to undermine 
the unity and the preference for one 
another which we see among many 
church members. However, they are 
only human, and time is on our side. 

Always keep in mind that we must 
strive to attain worship of anything 
other than the Enemy. Man will 
always have his gods; but he must not 
be allowed to see that the continual 
worship of the Enemy would fully 
satisfy his cravings for truth or beauty 
or freedom. If we permitted him to 
understand this, we would be lost; for 
then the Enemy’s worship would be 
his great concern, and the introduc- 
tion of others to His pleasures his chief 
delight. The terror of such a sight, 
the shame of such a defeat must drive 
us on. Victory is within our grasp. Let 
but a moment be lost and you will find 
yourselves the food, unpleasant but 
stimulating, for your fellows. 

—His Satanic Majesty 
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P. S. 16 needs | Christian teacher 


Wanted: well-trained Christian young people who are called 
to teach in the public school as missionaries are called to 
foreign fields. Rewards are ample. 


By Norma ABBETT 


o you remember the teacher you 
had when you were in grammar 


school and high school? Do you 
remember that crush you had? You 
hung on every detail, every action, 
every hint of that mysterious life he 
or she led outside of class. Today there 
are good and bad patterns and ideals 
in your life which are the results of 
those teachers, even as their patterns 
and ideals were good and bad. 

Here in college there are professors 
whom you respect for their wisdom in 
their subjects, but are their lives and 
ideals equally wise? Do you gain or 
lose for having known them? 

The public grade school is a field 
for Christians which has not been 
emphasized as it should. We are train- 


ing young people in Christian educa- 
tion, but how many are going back 
into the public schools to teach the 
children? True, many are teaching 
special Bible classes, but we need con- 
secrated Christ-filled persons teaching 
common subjects, spending those long 
hours with our youth, loving them, 
leading them. 

It is natural for the adolescent to 
idolize. If the object of that homage 


A graduate of Purdue University, Miss 
Abbett has a B.S. in home economics and 
a teacher’s license in English. She taught 
and acted as librarian in Liberty Township 
High School, Porter County, Indiana, last 
year and is now pursuing a Master’s 
Degree in Religious Education at Biblical 
Seminary in New York City. 





is a Christian who can gently implant 
the reality and love of Christ in that 
young life, we have made good use 
of a normal situation. 

The Christian teacher need not, can- 
not, and should not make a Bible class 
or Sunday school class out of mathe- 
matics or history or English class, 
regardless of how strong the tempta- 
tion may be, But the chance class- 
room remark which reveals the teach- 
er’s attitude is not lost upon the child. 

And the Christian teacher’s real 
opportunity comes at those less formal, 
in-between moments at recess, before 
and after school—those minutes when 
the children talk about themselves 
and when the teacher relaxes and talks 
too; and both reveal opinions, ideals, 
and beliefs. 

One teacher’s most precious mem- 
ory of a country school is of a spring 
morning when she met a small group 
of eighth grade girls outside of the 
classroom door. Said one, “Tell Miss 
White.” The child’s face heid an un- 
forgettable radiance as she told, with 
equal radiance in her voice, of her 
acceptance of Christ as Saviour during 
the previous week end. 

Another Christian girl couldn’t 
seem to get enough Christian reading, 
so a teacher-librarian lent her some 
of her own books and, as librarian, had 


an opportunity to purchase some 
Christian biographies and novels. The 
English literature class-of seniors was 
given a talk on the Bible, when the 
course reached the year 1611 and the 
King James Version. 

An elementary teacher in another 
school was able to reap wonderful 
harvest among her children through 
a daily Bible reading and explanation 
period. 

These are a few of the opportunities 
which appear, the fruitfulness of 
which depends upon the teacher’s con- 
stant prayerful preparation for both 
the expected and unexpected. 

College students, consider this field 
of Christian service, I challenge you 
with it! You must be well prepared. 
You will be in the minority in the 
average faculty. You must be a better 
teacher than average because you 
must bear a good witness in every- 
thing expected of a teacher as well as 
in everything expected of a Christian. 
You must understand children; you 
must covet them for Christ; and above 
all, you must love them. 

Here is the invitation to full-time 
plus over-time service for Christ in a 
public school, and it is issued by one 
who has known it, has tasted measures 
of both failure and success, and is the 
more enthusiastic for her experience! 


ames V. McGrananan, Harvard University psychologist, recently conducted 
J a poll of United States and German high school students, in which he asked 
them to name “the greatest man in world history.” Published in the Journal 
of Abnormal and Social Psychology, these were the results: 

United States students listed their preference in this order—1. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, 2. Lincoln, 3. Jesus, 4. Washington, 5. Columbus, 6. MacArthur, 
7. Edison, 8. Julius Caesar, 9. Benjamin Franklin, 10. Napoleon. 

German students rated them in this order—1. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 2. Bis- 
marck, 3. Frederick the Great, 4. Hitler, 5. Eisenhower, 6. Stalin, 7, Charle- 
magne, 8. Truman, g. Julius Caesar, 10. Napoleon. , 





If we believe that God spoke to men of old and that He 


is the same today, can He not speak to us? 


What Kant 


By ExizaBeTH SHARP 


PRIZE of five dollars was posted 

for any student who would read 
Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason and 
take an oral examination in it, I was, 
for some reason incomprehensible 
even to myself, stirred by the chal- 
lenge to read the book called the 
world’s most difficult. So I read it. 

It was a grim struggle for my soft 
brain, fed on light fiction, Sometimes 
I read a single page over and over, 
trying to crack its shell of words and 
sentences to the true meat of it. And 
as the meaning of the author pene- 
trated to my understanding, it was as 
though my soul stretched to new 
stature. I was thrilled with the book. 
I saw myself in proportion, too, a silly 
little nitwit beside an intellectual 
giant like Kant. 

I was sitting at my desk one day 
reading Kant when for the first time 
I took a long, speculative look at my 
childhood faith. It seemed to me that 
I had never done any real thinking. 
I had simply fitted myself into the 
pattern I had been born to, the daugh- 
ter of a minister, taped and tied to 
convention. 


And then the thought pierced 


AI 


maccoale 


did to me 


through that I had never really tested 
my faith for truth. I had merely taken 
it for granted. Suppose I were to test 
it for truth? Could it stand the test? 
And if I were to find that the God of 
my early faith did not exist, would I 
have the courage to face my father 
and family, my church and my church 
college, to declare to them that I had 
broken with the pattern of my child- 
hood? My soul shivered at the very 
thought. But even as I shivered I knew 
that I would have to go through with 
Truth, whatever that Truth was, and 
whatever the cost. 

Down on my brain settled a dark 
cloud which was not in the least modi- 
fied by the brilliant snow outside my 
window. I shut Kant up and tried to 
wrestle my way out of the darkness. 
I could not do it. It was a pit of dark- 
ness with no way of escape. I knelt 


Born of missionary parents in Seoul, 
Korea, Miss Sharp came to the United 
States when she was sixteen; was graduated 
from Linfield College, McMinnville, Ore- 
gon; did work at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary at San Anselmo, California; and 
is now working with child evangelism and 
Bible teaching in her spare time. 





by my bed and prayed, “O God, if 
You are true, show Yourself to me.” 

But the darkness was still there. 
This spiritual agony was new to me. 
I could not read or think or pray. I 
could not sit still; neither could I think 
of anything that I could do which 
could possibly bring any relief. 

I put on my coat and went for a 
walk in the snow under the pines, 
coming out to a place on the wild 
fringe of the campus overlooking a 
valley. The beauty of nature had no 
healing for my sickness. 

Then this is what happened as 
nearly as I can state it in words. I 
looked up beyond space. And suddenly 
God was answering me. He was say- 
ing, “Here I Am, Of course I am your 
Father, And you are My child.” 

It is the most electrifying experi- 
ence to be talked to by God. It is all 
one needs to turn one’s darkness to 
light, one’s hell to heaven. There in 
the snow I became wiser than the 
wisest in the world, infinitely wiser 


than Kant. I had found Truth, and the 
face of Truth was the face of Christ. 
I walked back to the dormitory, trans- 
figured. “Surely the Lord is in this 
place; and I knew it not... this is 
the gate of heaven.” 

Yet after all, this was not the first 
time Christ had revealed Himself to 
me. He had done so once when I was 
a little girl, several times when I was 
in my teens. And many, many times, 
apart from specific revelation, His 
Spirit had illumined mine and had 
held me close, But for a long time I 
had not been hearing from Heaven. 
I had forgotten the face of Christ. I 
had become so encrusted with conven- 
tionality and priggishness, legality 
and pride, that God had had to make 
use of Kant to dynamite me out of 
living death, back to His arms again. 


I sought Jehovah, and he answered me, 

And delivered me from all my fears. 

T hey looked unto him, and were radiant; 

And their faces shall never be con- 
founded. (PSALM 34:4. R.V.) 


Gad’s shhange ansuers 


He was a Christian, and he prayed. He asked for strength to do greater things, 
but he was given infirmity that he might do better things. 


He asked for riches that he might be happy; he was given poverty that he 


might be wise. 


He asked for power that he might have the praise of men; he was given 
weakness that he might feel the need of God. 


He had received nothing that he asked for; all that he hoped for. His prayers 
seemed unanswered, but he was most blessed. 


—TuHE STANDARD 





Modern education is weighed in the balances. 


OUTH CHALLENGES 


By Dororny THomPpson 


HE FOLLOWING letter was sent by an 
Taclaaeae of one of our great- 
est Eastern universities to the president 
of that institution, Better than any- 
thing else I have read, it sums up the 
dilemma of our “educated” youth, It 
needs thoughtful reading by educators 
and parents. 

“You, sir, were brought up from 
earliest childhood in an atmosphere of 
traditional Christianity and democ- 
racy. You read, learned and inwardly 
digested the Bible. Nearly every Sun- 
day you went to church, and there 
you heard and believed sermons which 
postulated the divinity of Christ, eter- 
nal principles of right and wrong, the 
existence of the human soul, a per- 
sonal God and a life after death. 
Thanks to your early training, your 
life as you have led it derives its mean- 
ing largely from the teachings of 
Jesus. 

“During your youth you also were 


educated to think that man is superior 
to animals, that he is a free agent 
capable of choosing between good and 
evil, Loyalty to country was an ideal 
you came to cherish, and your school- 
ing never caused you to doubt that 
man possesses certain inalienable 
rights. Your position is typical of your 
generation, 

“But what about us, the youth of 
America? What have we been taught 
to revere in the university you direct 
and in other similar institutions 
throughout the land? 

“In the modern college it is prob- 
ably fair to say that Christianity has 
progressively lost its grip on young 
minds. You may have noticed that, 
unlike you, most of us have scarcely 
ever glanced at the Bible. When our 


Condensed by special permission from the 
Lapies’ Home Journau. Copyright 1941, 
the Curtis Publishing Company. 






































































































































































































elders refer to eternal verities, abso- 
lutist ethics, we are likely to recall the 
lesson your instructors in sociology 
have driven home—that morals are 
relative to time and place, that what 
is good in one society is bad in another. 
Such teaching is separated only by a 
hair’s breadth from the view that 
there can be no such thing as sin. 
Have we not gleaned from your very 
own professors of natural science, 
philosophy and ancient history that 
religions are the product of myth and 
superstition and that men create gods 
in their own image; that if there is 
such a thing as the soul, no scientist 
has ever isolated it in the laboratory? 

“Turning to political systems, you 
learned that man is distinct from ani- 
mals, and yet our biology courses now 
conceive of man merely as one species 
of mammal. Furthermore, is not your 
traditional doctrine of free will at odds 
with the basic assumption of modern 
science—determinism? Why, a logical 
inference from every psychology lec- 
ture we have ever attended would be 
that man’s least thought and act can 
be wholly explained in terms of cause 
and effect; that every choice is dic- 
tated by a billion strings of determin- 
istic factors leading back to the dawn 
of time, 

“Moreover, the concept of progress 
you accepted must include some crite- 
rion of progress. Assuming all such cri- 
teria, like morals, are relative, chang- 
ing with time and place, does not the 
whole concept become illusory? 
Finally, from lectures, from assigned 
reading in H. L. Mencken, Charles 
Beard, Walter Millis, Aldous Huxley, 
and the like, we learned that men have 
always falsely pictured their own par- 
ticular little tribe or little nation as 
God’s anointed, as a_ super-people 
whose culture ought to be forcibly dis- 
seminated to the ends of the earth. 





Accordingly, we know not whether to 
praise or curse the current flag wav- 
ing, and a belief that the American 
system is much better than any other. 

“Thanks principally to you and to 
your fellow educators, little of the 
learning we absorb includes value 
judgments. If a lecture seems to clash 
with traditional belief, discussion of 
the fact is generally omitted. Our 
instructors the country over are accus- 
tomed to present an aloof and objec- 
tive interpretation of their material, 
leaving us alone and unguided to 
draw our own conclusions and inte- 
grate our own philosophies. Therefore, 
as one spokesman for a floundering 
generation, may I ask your help in 
answering some questions—questions 
so desperately important to us that the 
whole course of our lives hangs in the 
balance? 

“What reason is there, in light of 
present knowledge, for continuing to 
accept any form of Christianity? If 
the implications of modern education 
are what they appear to be, was not 
Jesus of Nazareth an ordinary human 
whose naive ovutpourings reveal a sad 
ignorance of politics and economics, 
whose precepts constitute a fanatical 
repudiation of human nature as your 
subordinates have taught us to view 
it? If it is correct to infer from soci- 
ology that sin is nonexistent, why 
should we cultivate any restraints or 
tolerate any inhibitions? 

“Tf men are but animals, why not 
treat them as such? An animal has no 
rights. The law among animals is the 
law of the strong. If man is a slave 
to determinism, incapable of a free 
choice, what is the value of the ballot, 
trial by jury and civil liberties in gen- 
eral? If there is no natural law in the 
universe, how do you justify those in- 
alienable rights which the Declara- 
tion of Independence asserts men to 








sh 





possess? If patriotic fervor is just a 
manifestation of an ‘enlarged tribal- 
ism,’ why do you think America is 
worth defending? 

“Personally, I fail to understand 
how you, or any other college presi- 
dent, can expect us to become ardent 
Christians and democrats when the 
vital postulates on which these faiths 
are supposed to rest are daily under- 
mined in the classroom. 

“One thing seems certain, and I 
state this with all the solemnity of 
which I am capable: You and other 
educators the country over are now 
rearing a brood of potential fascists! 
The sacredness of the old ideals is fast 
being abolished, and no alternative 
outlook has been proposed. Granting 
that there is no discernible meaning 
in life, that sin is nonexistent, then 
it seems reasonable to slaughter 
minorities. Provided that men possess 
no natural rights, are not vested in- 
terests justified in cloaking a ruthless 
autocrat with the power to impose a 
blueprint of order and symmetry on 
society? If material welfare is the ulti- 
mate end, state socialism could prob- 
ably furnish more bread and circuses 
for all than the old free enterprise. 

“Isn’t it palpably obvious to you 
that at the root of the trouble lies an 
apparent contradiction between the 
implications of our studies and the 
ideals we are expected to revere? Of 
course we are apathetic, discontent, 
reluctant to assume the responsibility 
of thinking and acting. Of course we 
live solely in the present, without 
visions of the future, without any firm 
convictions, hiding under a mask of 
conventional behavior the ‘futilitar- 
ianism’ the more thoughtful of us 
clearly recognize, the less thoughtful 
profoundly sense, 

“Some of our elders have wondered 
why we are not more excited over 





totalitarian aggression and ruthless- 
ness. But for most of us the inter- 
national situation is ultimately a case 
of one group of animals without rights 
or free will torturing another group 
of the same breed. You may as well 
face the brute fact that our education 
has made the difference between us 
and you far more deep-striking and 
revolutionary than any normal varia- 
tion in generations. 

“Our situation has -indeed grown 
more serious than you think, Your 
generation must soon pass on to our 
hands the torch of democracy and 
Christianity. Our hearts impel us to be 
faithful to that trust, but our heads 
that you have helped condition may 
decree otherwise. As men think, as 
men view the cosmos and human 
nature, so they must act. And when 
the time comes for us to act, we may 
embitter your declining years. We 
may destroy the liberal values toward 
which man _ has struggled down 
through the ages. 

“If we are to be saved, our elders 
must assist us to harmonize our edu- 
cation with the old faith. Perhaps you 
will say that every individual should 
grapple courageously with the facts 
by himself, that no one can do our 
thinking for us, Quite so. Yet surely 
with all the richness of your expe- 
rience, with all your achievements, 
you and others like you can at least 
comment helpfully on the demoraliz- 
ing naturalism and relativism that 
render us impotent to face the present 
world crisis, It would seem that 
America has grave need for a brand- 
new humanitarian philosophy based 
upon modern developments in the arts 
and sciences. 

“If our outlook is ever to rise above 
the selfish materialism, somehow, 
somewhere, we must find an answer 
to our questions.” 
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conceive of man merely as one species 
of mammal. Furthermore, is not your 
traditional doctrine of free will at odds 
with the basic assumption of modern 
science—determinism? Why, a logical 
inference from every psychology lec- 
ture we have ever attended would be 
that man’s least thought and act can 
be wholly explained in terms of cause 
and effect; that every choice is dic- 
tated by a billion strings of determin- 
istic factors leading back to the dawn 
of time. 

“Moreover, the concept of progress 
you accepted must include some crite- 
rion of progress. Assuming all such cri- 
teria, like morals, are relative, chang- 
ing with time and place, does not the 
whole concept become illusory? 
Finally, from lectures, from assigned 
reading in H. L. Mencken, Charles 
Beard, Walter Millis, Aldous Huxley, 
and the like, we learned that men have 
always falsely pictured their own par- 
ticular little tribe or little nation as 
God’s anointed, as a _ super-people 
whose culture ought to be forcibly dis- 
seminated to the ends of the earth. 


Accordingly, we know not whether ‘to 
praise or curse the current flag wav- 
ing, and a belief that the American 
system is much better than any other. 

“Thanks principally to you and to 
your fellow educators, little of the 
learning we absorb includes value 
judgments. If a lecture seems to clash 
with traditional belief, discussion of 
the fact is generally omitted. Our 
instructors the country over are accus- 
tomed to present an aloof and objec- 
tive interpretation of their material, 
leaving us alone and unguided to 
draw our own conclusions and inte- 
grate our own philosophies, Therefore, 
as one spokesman for a floundering 
generation, may I ask your help in 
answering some questions—questions 
so desperately important to us that the 
whole course of our lives hangs in the 
balance? 

“What reason is there, in light of 
present knowledge, for continuing to 
accept any form of Christianity? If 
the implications of modern education 
are what they appear to be, was not 
Jesus of Nazareth an ordinary human 
whose naive outpourings reveal a sad 
ignorance of politics and economics, 
whose precepts constitute a fanatical 
repudiation of human nature as your 
subordinates have taught us to view 
it? If it is correct to infer from soci- 
ology that sin is nonexistent, why 
should we cultivate any restraints or 
tolerate any inhibitions? 

“Tf men are but animals, why not 
treat them as such? An animal has no 
rights. The law among animals is the 
law of the strong. If man is a slave 
to determinism, incapable of a free 
choice, what is the value of the ballot, 
trial by jury and civil liberties in gen- 
eral? If there is no natural law in the 
universe, how do you justify those in- 
alienable rights which the Declara- 
tion of Independence asserts men to 





possess? If patriotic fervor is just a 
manifestation of an ‘enlarged tribal- 
ism,’ why do you think America is 
worth defending? 

“Personally, I fail to understand 
how you, or any other college presi- 
dent, can expect us to become ardent 
Christians and democrats when the 
vital postulates on which these faiths 
are supposed to rest are daily under- 
mined in the classroom, 

“One thing seems certain, and I 
state this with all the solemnity of 
which I am capable: You and other 
educators the country over are now 
rearing a brood of potential fascists! 
The sacredness of the old ideals is fast 
being abolished, and no alternative 
outlook has been proposed. Granting 
that there is no discernible meaning 
in life, that sin is nonexistent, then 
it seems reasonable to slaughter 
minorities. Provided that men possess 
no natural rights, are not vested in- 
terests justified in cloaking a ruthless 
autocrat with the power to impose a 
blueprint of order and symmetry on 
society? If material welfare is the ulti- 
mate end, state socialism could prob- 
ably furnish more bread and circuses 
for all than the old free enterprise. 

“TIsn’t it palpably obvious to you 
that at the root of the trouble lies an 
apparent contradiction between the 
implications of our studies and the 
ideals we are expected to revere? Of 
course we are apathetic, discontent, 
reluctant to assume the responsibility 
of thinking and acting. Of course we 
live solely in the present, without 
visions of the future, without any firm 
convictions, hiding under a mask of 
conventional behavior the ‘futilitar- 
ianism’ the more thoughtful of us 
clearly recognize, the less thoughtful 
profoundly sense. 

“Some of our elders have wondered 
why we are not more excited over 


totalitarian aggression and ruthless- 
ness. But for most of us the inter- 
national situation is ultimately a case 
of one group of animals without rights 
or free will torturing another group 
of the same breed, You may as well 
face the brute fact that our education 
has made the difference between us 
and you far more deep-striking and 
revolutionary than any normal varia- 
tion in generations. 

“Our situation has indeed grown 
more serious than you think, Your 
generation must soon pass on to our 
hands the torch of democracy and 
Christianity. Our hearts impel us to be 
faithful to that trust, but our heads 
that you have helped condition may 
decree otherwise. As men think, as 
men view the cosmos and human 
nature, so they must act. And when 
the time comes for us to act, we may 
embitter your declining years. We 
may destroy the liberal values toward 
which man has struggled down 
through the ages. 

“If we are to be saved, our elders 
must assist us to harmonize our edu- 
cation with the old faith. Perhaps you 
will say that every individual should 
grapple courageously with the facts 
by himself, that no one can do our 
thinking for us, Quite so. Yet surely 
with all the richness of your expe- 
rience, with all your achievements, 
you and others like you can at least 
comment helpfully on the demoraliz- 
ing naturalism and relativism that 
render us impotent to face the present 
world crisis, It would seem that 
America has grave need for a brand- 
new humanitarian philosophy based 
upon modern developments in the arts 
and sciences. 

“If our outlook is ever to rise above 
the selfish materialism, somehow, 
somewhere, we must find an answer 
to our questions.” 






















































































































































Are psychotherapy and Christianity compatible? 





Christian psychotherapy 


By Eart A. Loomis, Jr., M.D. 


O THE AVERAGE person, until re- 
oT mate at least, a psychiatrist was 
“a guy who takes care of nuts”! Thus 
to tell someone that he needed a psy- 
chiatrist was asking for a nasty retort. 

Many college students today know 
better and are aware of help available 
to them through mental counsellors 
on the campus, realizing that not all 
persons who need psychiatric atten- 
tion are “crazy.” They know that 
many of us at some stage in our lives 
can profit enormously from good psy- 
chiatric and psychologic aid. Even in 
our present day, however, there are 
few people for whom the term Chris- 
tian psychotherapy would at once 
designate sound faith and thorough 
science, This article presents my per- 
sonal interpretation of this field in an 
attempt to point the way to greater 
opportunities for health, vocation, and 
service. 

Psychiatry should be viewed as the 
bridge between the sciences and reli- 
gion. Once no bridge was necessary, 
for man considered himself a unity, 
and all knowledge of life continuous. 
Boils and epilepsy could be blamed 
upon impure thoughts or demon pos- 
session, and a person’s character could 
be attacked on the basis of physical all- 
ness. The new science in its lusty 
infancy brawlingly made quick work 
of medieval superstition to free itself 
from the shackles of ignorance and 
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priestcraft. The issues of sin and the 
soul were left for theologians and phil- 
osophers, and they were also puzzled 
as to what to do with them. 

Similarly, the scientists of atoms 
and molecules held little brief for 
mental processes as a field of research. 
They were content to map out the 
nerve tracts, scorning the study of per- 
sonality, and most “psychologists” 
were really “armchair philosophers.” 
But some brave men were successful 
in dragging psychology out of the 
library and into the laboratory and 
making it a science which could take 
its place with medicine and biology. 
We give due thanks to these untiring 
and brilliant investigators who have 
contributed so much to our knowledge. 

But laboratory psychology is often 
cold and sometimes remote from per- 
sonality, It was Sigmund Freud and 
his collaborators who, against great 
odds, developed a psychology which 
could plumb the depths of the soul. 
These workers were for a long time 
opposed by both scientists and reli- 
gionists. Psychoanalysis, the discipline 
founded by Freud, was too reminiscent 
of the old superstitions for most scien- 
tists, and it seemed to threaten the 
security of the religionists. 

Analysis not only vastly expanded 
our understanding of human behav- 
ior, mental processes, and emotions, 
but it also saw clearly the important 








inter-relations between mental and 
physical health—the field now known 
as the psychosomatic. Certainly one 
of Freud’s most important contribu- 
tions was to emphasize the importance 
of unconscious motivation. Through 
his analytic techniques Freud was 
able to explore ruthlessly, expose the 
inner workings of the mind, and prove 
man’s native egocentricity and ap- 
parently limitless capacity of self 
deception and duplicity, This “find,” 
leaving man naked and_ without 
excuse, sounds strangely like “original 
sin.” 

Of course we must bear in mind that 
Freud was an avowed foe of religion. 
To him religion signified an outlet for 
an extravagant flow. of neuroticism 
which should be totally destroyed. 
Too often even Christian teachings 
seemed to provide an excuse for 
people to remain in their infantile 
state ignoring their need to improve 
themselves or the world. There 
“seemed” to be, in many people, an 
abdication from personal and social 
responsibility when man_ identified 
himself with the omnipotent God who 
would work out everything all right 
in the end. 

Certainly much that passes for reli- 
gion must plead guilty before the bar 
of psychoanalysis, as well as before 
Him who searches out the depths of 





A former IVCFer and one of the founders 
of the Christian Medical Society in his 
state, Minnesota-born Loomis is now Resi- 
dent Physician in Psychiatry at Western 
State Psychiatric Institute and Clinic at 
Pittsburgh, While obtaining his A.B., S.B.. 
M.B., and M.D. degrees between 1939 and 
1946 at the University of Minnesota, he 
managed to sandwich in a year of theology 
at Princeton University. Dr. Loomis be- 
came a Diplomate of the National Board 
of Medical Examiners in 1946. 


His creatures. Unfortunately, it is the 
rare Christian whose faith is not some- 
times a crutch rather than a powerful 
impetus to achieve. How frequently 
reactionaries come in the guise of 
Christianity! Even most earnest be- 
lievers have used the desire to be 
unspotted from the world or the doc- 
trine of the Second Coming as an 
excuse for having nothing to do with 
improving the place in which they 
live. Certainly dependence upon the 
working, living God does not mean a 
fatalistic indolence about the affairs 
of the world or even the inner man! 

Karl Menninger, who was an other- 
wise staunch psychoanalyst and dis- 
ciple of Freud, took pains in his book 
Love Against Hate to point out the 
positive values of religion, He avows 
that the religion which inspires men 
to overcome their infantilism and en- 
gage the highest use of their faculties 
is profoundly healthful psychologi- 
cally. Faith in the highest, he says, is 
both inspiration to achieve and a 
source of power; this sort of faith is 
the pinnacle of man’s earthly joys. 

Genuine Christianity is not only a 
source of mental health but also a real 
foe of what Freud criticized in reli- 
gion. It teaches. that the “harvest is 
plentiful” and thus does not tolerate 
indolence. It convicts man of the very 
sin which Freud exposed, and abhors 
egocentricity. It shakes his false foun 
dation of self-confidence and makes 
him rely entirely upon the whole 
redeeming life and work of God— 
and relying, to dare! Paradoxical, but 
true! It condemns an ostrich-like with- 
drawal from reality as unchristian. 
It proclaims the highest realism, for 
it alone seeks ever to know man objec- 
tively by the revealed knowledge of 
God, 

Psychiatry, rightly understood and 
practiced, is no enemy of Christianity 
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but its ally and helpful force in purg- 
ing even religion of its unworthy com- 
patriots. Furthermore, psychiatry and 
religion have many similarities. Both 
attempt to understand man from the 
point of view of his deepest drives and 
most hidden desires. Both recognize 
his need to bring all hidden things to 
the surface and view life objectively. 
Both demand that in order to be 
healed a man must renounce his own 
false omnipotence. 

True faith is pre-eminent over 
human psychotherapy. In the latter 
the whole confession may be heard. 
but sin must still be forgiven. The 
psychiatrist may decry a man’s false 
front or inner confidence but the man 
must also be led to The Supreme who 
deserves his highest allegiance. The 
psychiatrist can help in adjustment of 
life to the group, but the patient must 
also find the healing power in the 
body of the redeemed community of 
““twice-born men.” 

Thus the ground is laid for the func- 
tion of Christian psychotherapy. It can 
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serve in three main ways: 

1. To interpret to man his need for 
the Saviour. 

2. To suggest the vital means of 
temporal and eternal redemption. 


3. To counsel and treat the Chris 
tian within the combined contexts of 
science and faith. 


Does the world need Christian psy 
chotherapists? It most deeply and 
widely does need them! More and 
more the psychiatrist is asked to help 
men and women with problems of 
faith and life. He will inevitably im- 
part to the patient some degree of his 
own religion, even if it be atheism. If 
he would use the rapport and power 
of his position for God, then he must 
be perfectly sincere. Since it is wrong 
to use subterfuge in presenting the 
Gospel, let him who would serve this 
field also “choose this day whom he 
would serve, the idois the fathers wor- 
shipped on the other side of the flood. 
or the living God.” 









evangelization on the campuses of 19 medical schools, desires to get into 


contact with all members of the medical profession in the United States and 


Canada who know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 


All such physicians and medical students are urged to write the Christian 


Medical Society at 64. East. Lake Street. Chicago 1, Illinois. 


ron to Science News Letter ( August 31, 1946), eight million persons 


are now suffering from mental or nervous diseases in the United States, and 


ten million Americans now living will require hospitalization for mental 
trouble sometime during their lives. Four times the present number of psychia 


trists are needed at once. The grave problem is expected to receive national 


attention and legislation soon. 













“HIS” PICTURE STORY 





By Joz anp Mary Lov Bayty 


This article is written for married stu- 
dents and their wives (or husbands), par- 
ticularly for those who are not enjoying 
normal lives. We’re starting our third 
year in a 2%-room apartment—which no 
doubt sounds spacious to some of you 


but is a little short of perfection for two 
adults and a two-year-old, But this is the 
pattern of young married life today, espe 
cially among students. 
PytakeE Carl and Jane, for instance. 
He’s finishing at Harvard (class 
of °44). She’s working at Harvard’s 
Peabody Museum during the day. His 
G. I. allotment helps to stretch her 
salary. This still doesn’t allow many 
hamburger steaks a month to sizzle on 
the hot-plate of their apartment. 
(“Comf, 1-room apt., share bath, 
cooking priv. $50.) Jane won't be 


able to continue working, for they’re 
expecting a baby. 

Or Charlie and Dot. They live with 
his folks while he commutes to Bos- 
ton U. (graduate work in psychology). 
Home, sweet home provides many 
opportunities for case-work in his 
chosen field.. They have one baby, age 


three. In any _ conversation, Dot 
usually comes around to her plea, 


‘Heard of an apartment? One room, 
anything!” 

Or Herb and Ethel—they live in a 
trailer while he pursues a degree at 
a Midwest school. Or Sam and Nancy, 
who have moved four times in the last 
nine months. Or Red and Betty—at 
present, she’s at her home in Okla- 
homa while he’s at school in northern 
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Springing up at the edges of every college 
and university in the land are these temporary 
housing projects for married students. 


New York; they're waiting for the 
temporary housing that never seems 
to get finished, so that he can bring 
her on. 

Illustrations could be multiplied, 
but all would simply show the basic 
problems of going to school while mar- 
ried in A.D. 1947. Physically, the 
trouble is too many people crowded 
into little space, often without 
enough money to get along comfort- 
ably in this era of sky-high prices. 

Psychologically the trouble is that 
many couples have never had the 
chance to make a normal adjustment 
to married life. Separation during the 
war, living with in-laws later, and 
now living under conditions only 
slightly better—often with the added 
problem of children—does not provide 
the most satisfactory start in married 
life. 

Now when college: or 
yraduate school is over, these things 
will adjust themselves. One consola- 
tion is that the situation can last only 
a few years, depending upon how long 
it will take to get that degree. But the 
effects of this temporary situation may 
last a lifetime. This fact adds a lot 
more importance to the next few years 


too 


obviously, 





than as if they were merely a sting 
suffered in the search for intellectual 
honey. 


Nothing can be done about the 
crowding and other abnormal cond:- 
tions of living, but a lot can be done 
by husband and wife to make the sit- 
uation pleasant...and to make it 
count for the Lord. 


KEEP THE QUIET TIME 

For the Christian couple, the place 
to begin is with the Quiet Time. Pos- 
sibly you’ve discovered that it’s really 
no easier—perhaps more difficult—to 
stick to.a daily Q.T. now that you’re 
married than it was when you were 
single. 

If you don’t yet have children, try 
a set schedule so that you’re both quiet 
at the same time each morning. If 


you’ve married someone who _ has 
never had a Q.T., don’t give up your 
own; stick to your guns, and your 


example will be the greatest induce 
ment for the other to try it. 

A schedule is also the answer if you 
have a baby or children, so that one 
can have a half-hour or so alone in the 
bedroom (or at least free from any 
responsibility for the young fry) while 
the other is with the children. In many 
cases it will be impossible for father 
and mother both to have their Q.T. 
in the morning. While the baby is 
napping is a good time for the mother 
to get alone with God. 


PRAY TOGETHER 

Family devotions are no substitute 
for the personal Q.T., but for that mat- 
ter, the Q.T. is no substitute for family 
devotions. Both are essential in a 
Christian home. Probably the best 
time for the family to read the Word 
and pray together is after the evening 
meal. In a way, this period is for the 
home what the Q.T. is for the indi- 
vidual, 
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7 F Me sve ee ee _— age Mary Lou and Joe Bayly I1l—as well 
: e when included in as Joe 1V—know what it is to live in 
this family group. One man answered crowded quarters. Joe III is Associate Gen- 
te the query as to whether he thought eral Secretary for Inter-Varsity Christian 
1 his young child understood what was Fellowship, working in the East. Both Joe 
ae being read, thus: “No, I guess not; but and Mary Lou have B.A.’s from Wheaton 
t- I want his earliest memory to be of College, while Joe has his B.D. from Faith 
it his mother and dad reading the Bible Theological Seminary. He has been with 
to him and praying with him.” the IVCF staff since September, 1943. 
(Some child psychologists today 
m recommend reading the classics to 
5 children from a very early age, a prac- 
% tice supposedly helpful later in vocab- 
ve ulary-building and appreciation of the other for granted and proceed in 
i the best in literature. What could be — one’s own selfish way; that’s when the 
- better for these purposes than the — bickering and quarrels begin. 
Bible, which will also enter the child’s The husband’s primary job is to 
‘ heart? ) study and secure a degree. The wife 
t You can pray about problems of the should bend all her energy toward 
if home in this time when the family aiding him in this. If it is necessary 
- is together. The Lord’s leading con- or helpful for him to study at home 
- cerning the future may be sought, past during the day, she should go about 
- failures confessed to Him. No doubt, the household work depending upon 
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you will find other times when the 
children aren’t around to pray to- 
gether for them, and for more private 









THE AUTHORS... 










































him for help as little as if he’ weren’t 
there. 
One large source of trouble in cam- 


: matters. A good time for this is at pus marriages is probably that life 
. night, after the youngsters are in bed. _ tends to become one-sided; it is aimed 
y consmen Gace at the attainment of a degree. All else 
e In their aiaaaraine each other, '* secondary, in some cases not even 
y a husband and wife should be, above considered. 
. all eles. considerate. It’s easy to take The husband has the classes and, to 
: some extent, campus life to keep him 
5 occupied, He doesn’t feel the need of 
. social contacts as does the wife who 
is alone at home all day or is em- 
ployed. Here is where the husband 
must show consideration and love. 
; An occasional evening out, doing 
: something that both enjoy, is part of 
' the answer. If evening courses are 
, given, perhaps the wife can take one 
t while the husband stays at home. But 
a large part of the solution lies in 








getting into a sound church and being 
as active in its program as feasible. If 
time permits, they might take Sunday 
school classes. 





A veteran leaves his trailer for an early 15 
class; his little daughter will start for nursery 
school in a few minutes and his wife has 
just time to do the dishes before dashing 


off to her job at a local factory. 






















































PLAN FOR RECREATION 

Your schedule and your budget must 
include an allowance for recreation. 
Although you may argue that you have 
no spare time and that your income 
barely meets expenses, it is our exper- 
ience that you dare not have a com- 
plete break occasionally. Tensions even 
between those who love each other can 
become serious unless there is a place 
for relaxation in the scheme of things. 

And it doesn’t need to be expensive, 
either. Strap on your ice skates for a 
couple of hours at the nearest pond. 
Just before supper, have a session on 
the tennis court. As soon as the weather 
permits. get out to the city limits for 
a picnic supper. Take that non-Chris- 
tian coupl.: next door along, and show 
them tha: Christians have fun. You 
may fin: your best opportunities to 
witness aiter a spirited session of ping 
pong or during an irtent evening over 
a jig-saw puzzle. 
SHARE THE BABIES 

If babies keep you at home, why not 
have a_baby-sharing arrangement 
with other campus couples? You can 
free them for an evening; they in turn 
can give you an evening out. 

(In certain Eastern schools, students 
in a liberal religious group are acting 


Children must learn not to bother daddy when 
he is studying, even though the trailer does 
not provide adequate playing space. 








Foreign students can get a taste of Christian 
living in your home, even if it is just two 
rooms or an attic apartment. 


that 
married students can go out occassion 
ally. Perhaps Inter-Varsity 
groups could take up this idea.) 

Caution must be exercised in friend 
liness with neighbors. Some 
monopolize time to such an extent 
that they hinder work and study. 

Your child can be trained not to 
bother daddy when he is studying or 
working at the desk. In turn, dad 
should set aside a half-hour or so each 
day, probably just before bed-time, to 
romp with him. Beware of giving the 
child too much attention, Because con- 
ditions are crowded and there is no 
place to put him, your tendency will 
be to give him more limelight than 
he should have. Before long he will 
demand it, and then you might as well 
say goodbye to getting much accom 
plished at home. 

Probably the best solution is for dad 
to study during the day in the college 
library or in an empty classroom. 
Then when he does go home late in 
the afternoon, he’ll be more free to 
live a normal home-life. 

God can supply wisdom in rearing 
children under these far-from-perfect 
conditions. Pray for such wisdom, 
especially in the matter of discipline 


as volunteer “baby-sitters” so 


some 


can 
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USE YOUR HOME 


Single sudents won't notice how 
small your living room is, if you in- 
vite them in for an evening of games 
and fun, You can help with this dearth 
of “things to do” about which some 
Christian students complain. Why not 
have an occasional ‘open house” for 
the campus Inter-Varsity group if it’s 
small. Or if the group is large, invite 
some fellows from one of the dorms 
in for the evening with their dates. 
You'll be surprised at how much prac 
tical and spiritual help you can give 
in the serious conversations that fol 
low an evening of fun. 

You could start a weekly Bible class 
for married couples. At first they'd 
meet in your apartment, later possibly 
rotate in the use of their homes also. 
A Christian couple is really the only 
way of reaching married folks on 
campus with the Gospel. 

Or why don’t you start an afternoon 
Bible class for other wives, once a 
week? Many non-Christian girls 
would welcome the opportunity to 
become acquainted over a cup of tea— 
and you know what the Word can do 
when studied informally. i 

You may wonder how your budget 
can possibly stand this extra expense 
for entertaining. Perhaps it can’t. But 
have you thought of the Lord’s money 
for the purpose of making your home 
count for Christ? 

According to those who know, the 
easiest way to win the confidence of 
a student from another land, and ob- 
tain his interest in the Gospel is to 
invite him into your home. Think of 
what your home can mean in present- 
ing Christ to foreign students on your 
campus, 

We remember the thrill of having 
a Chinese student from M.I.T.—work 
ing for his Ph.D. in aeronautical engi 
neering—in for supper one evening. Of 
















































all things, he was intensely interested 
in the living habits and care of an 
American baby. We in turn learned a 
lot about Chinese babies and homelife. 
He had been in this country two years, 
yet that was the first time he had been 
taken into an American home. 

Very naturally after supper (we 
didn’t let him help with the dishes, 
although it’s not a bad idea some- 
times to give American students this 
pleasure) the conversation turned to 
the Christian faith upon which this 
nation was founded, As we explained 
our own personal faith in Jesus Christ, 
we opened the Word, He immediately 
moved a chair over where he could 
read it, and imagine our surprise when 
he stated that this was the first time 
he had ever seen a Bible! 

‘We Chinese students who come to 
your country usually do not believe 
anything because we have not found 
anything to believe,” was his signifi 
cant comment as we explained what a 
Christian believes. 

Perhaps the supreme reason God 
has permitted you to live under most 
trying circumstances is in order that 
some may find Him “whom to know 
aright is life eternal.” 


Basement apartment homes need family wor- 
ship just as much as other homes— and in 
most cases perhaps more so! 





Can a sharp distinction be made? 


Christianity us. 


By T. Stantey So_tau 


ANY ARE confused by the teachings 
M of both the press and the pulpit 
in many places as to what Christianity 
and the Gospel are. There is, more- 
over, such a fundamental difference 
between the historic faith and the so- 
called modern interpretation of the 
Gospel, and this difference is so far- 
reaching that, when the two are com- 
pared, the latter is seen to constitute 
“another gospel.” 

In order to make the difference 
plain, the two opposing views are here 
grouped under seven of the cardinal 
points of faith and doctrine in such 
a way that they may be easily com- 
pared. 
| TWO VIEWS OF SIN 
HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY Sin in its es- 
sence, is rebellion against God and 
disobedience to His laws (Acts 17:30, 
31). It has brought about the ruin of 
the world (Rom. 3:9, 10, 19, 20; 4:12), 
and has permeated every part of 
society and every phase of the indi- 
vidual’s personality (Rom. 1:28, 7:18; 
Eph, 2:1-3; Col. 1:21), rendering man 
incapable in himself of knowing God 
or of fulfilling His will (John 14:6: 
Eph. 2:12). 

MODERNISM Sin is the result of man’s 


MODERNISM 


failure to live up to his full capacities 
and possibilities, through either igno- 
rance or indifference. As he develops, 
however, he will learn to throw off 
sin’s yoke. Sin is largely the product 
of environment, and therefore there is 
but little moral responsibility at- 
tached, 


ii) TWO WAYS OF SALVATION 

HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY Salvation can 
be obtained, not as the result of human 
efforts but solely through divine 
grace (Eph. 2:8, 9; Gal. 2:16; Titus 
3:5). God has provided a way (Eph. 
2:6-10; Titus 3:6, 7) by which man 
can be saved from the penalty (John 
3:16; Rom. 6:23; Col. 2:14, 15), the 
power (Col. 1:13; Gal. 2:20; 5:16), and 
finally, from the presence of sin (I 
John 3:2; Phil. 3:21; Jude 24). This 
way is through faith in Jesus Christ 
and in His redeeming work (Eph. 1:7; 
Col. 1:13, 14; Rev. 1:15). 

MODERNISM Salvation can be obtained 
through human effort and through 
man’s good character. If a man lives 
according to the Golden Rule and does 
his best, a merciful God cannot but 
overlook his mistakes and honor his 
intentions and, if there is a hereafter, 
he will have nothing to fear. 
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it TWO INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CROSS 
HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY The death of 
Jesus Christ on the cross was part of 
God’s predetermined plan (Gal. 4:3- 
5; Eph. 1:4, 5), whereby His Son be- 
came a propitiation for sin (I John 
2:2; 4:10; Rom. 3:24) and paid with 
His own life the penalty which the 
justice of God demands from all sin- 
ners—death (II Cor. 5:18, 19, 21; I Pet. 
2:243 3:15). Only as this is recognized 
and gratefully accepted can man re- 
ceive pardon for all his shortcomings 
and be reconciled to God (John 3:18; 
Acts 4:12). 


MODERNISM The death of Jesus may 
be interpreted as one of the great 
tragedies of history, whereby one of 
the world’s greatest characters, a man 
who lived far in advance of His time. 
was wrongfully done to death, It may 
also be regarded as a revelation or 
manifestation, for the benefit of man- 
kind, of God’s great love toward 
humanity, of the power of moral 
integrity, or the wickedness of the 
human heart when aroused, or of the 
bitterness of unbridled sin. 


IV TWO ESTIMATES OF JESUS CHRIST 

HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY Jesus Christ 
was the eternal Son of God, pre-exis- 
tent and only-begotten (John 1:1, 2: 
8:58; Rev. 1:17); He entered the world 
through a supernatural event, the Vir- 
gin Birth (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:20), 
and dwelt as God among men. He 
revealed not only God’s holiness and 
love (Matt. 1:23; John 14:9) and the 
possibilities of a life wholly yielded 
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to God (John 4:34), but’He died as 
God, in order to make it possible for 
men to be made over into His own 
glorious image (II Cor. 5:17, 21; Gal. 
4:19). 

MODERNISM Jesus was a good man, 
probably the best that ever lived, He 
gave us a beautiful example of how 
we should and can live if we try suffi- 
ciently hard. However, though exem- 
plary and probably sinless, His life 
and outlook were limited by His being 
the product of His own day. Much of 
His teaching therefore is no longer of 
practical worth and still less is -it of 
binding authority on us now. 


VV TWO ATTITUDES OF FAITH IN CHRIST 
HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY The act of be- 
lieving on Christ is a definite personal 
transaction between the sinner and the 
Lord Jesus (Rom, 5:1), whereby the 
sinner acknowledging his own help- 
lessness, in humble gratitude accepts 
(I John 5:12, 13) the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ in his place and thereby 
receives the divine life of God into his 
own soul (John 3:5, 6; Rom. 6:4, 14; 
12:2); he begins to live a new life 
(Rom. 8:2, 5, 9, 11; I Cor. 12:11) in 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 3:5; 
5:16, 25; I John 3:24), in which Jesus 
Christ is recognized and honored as 
the Lord of his life (Gal. 2:20). 


MODERNISM Faith in Jesus is an accep- 
tance of the “principles and teachings 
of Jesus” as the world’s best code of 
morals up to date and as a standard 
by which those who call themselves 
His disciples seek to govern their lives 
and to live accordingly. 


Vi TWO VIEWS OF SCRIPTURE 

HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY The body of 
Scripture contained in the Old ‘and 
New Testaments is the infallible and 
authoritative revelation from God to 
man (II Tim. 3:16; II Pet. 1:21), in 
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which God reveals Himself (Matt. 
11:27; John 14:9; Rom. 1:17), His 
requirements from all men (Mic. 6:8; 
Rom. 1:16, 17; I Pet. 1:15, 16), 
and the only way in which these 
requirements can be met, namely, 
through faith in Jesus, Christ as the 
sole way of salvation and redemption 


(II Tim. 3:15; John 14:6). 


MOVERNISM The Bible is a collection 
of writings which represent man’s 
best efforts and strivings after God. 
Much in them is out of date and use- 
less to us, if not positively harmful. 
The’ intelligent man, therefore, culls 
from them those ideas which he finds 
helpful and of practical value today 
and endeavors to apply them to his life 
as opportunity offers. 


Vil TWO FUTURE HOPES 

HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY The hopes of 
the world lie in the coming again of 
Jesus Christ as Lord of the universe, 
to bring to a consummation His re- 
deeming work (I Cor. 15:51-54) in 
the complete salvation of all His peo- 
ple (Phil. 3:20, 21; I Thess. 4:15-17: 
I John 3:2; I Thess. 5:23) and the final 
destruction of all sin (Rev. 20:10, 13. 
14). At that day every man shall be 
judged before God and pass to His 
eternal destiny (Rev. 20:11-15; 22:4, 
5, 12; 21:7; Rom. 14:12). 


MODERNISM The hope of the world lies 
in the gradual evolution of the human 
race and the betterment of world con- 
ditions as men increasingly come to 
realize the necessity of putting into 
practice, in all phases of life, the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. The question of 
the immortality of the soul and of the 
existence of Heaven and hell are 
things which we cannot know with 
certainty now, but all who do their 
best should face the future with calm- 
ness and trust for the best, both for 
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themselves and for their friends. 

In presenting these two views in 
this brief way it is realized that of 
necessity much has been omitted. It 
should be borne in mind also that the 
modernistic view of Christianity is es- 
sentially a variable one, which has no 
fixed standards and becomes almost 
entirely a matter of personal opinion 
for each individual. 


In regard to the historic view it 
should be remembered that its origin 
is in the Scriptures themselves, the 
authoritative Word of God. If the au- 
thority of this revelation is denied, at 
once the ground and certainty of our 
faith is gone, for not God’s revelation 
but the private opinion of sinful man’s 
intelligence becomes the norm or 
standard of decision as to what can 
and should be believed. 

The same thing applies to each of 
the seven points mentioned above: 
they all, more or less, stand or fall to- 
gether. If the scriptural doctrine of sin 
is denied, the necessity for the death 
of the Son of God immediately falls 
with it, for sin in itself becomes nei- 
ther an insuperable barrier in the way 
of God, nor that which has corrupted 
the whole nature of man and has 
thereby rendered him “dead” and 
helpless. 

If the death of the Lord becomes 
unnecessary, the supernatural ele- 
ments in His person, life, and resurrec 
tion are all of no great importance, 
and with them His Deity becomes a 
question which may be admitted or 
denied as one sees fit. In this connec- 
tion Romans 3:25, 26 shows the abso- 
lute necessity for the death of Jesus 
Christ in order to vindicate and up- 
hold the character and justice of God. 
There was no other way whereby “He 
might be just, and the justifier” at the 
same time of sinners who had broken 
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His holy laws. Also the death of the 
Lord was necessary to show “His 
(God’s) righteousness because of the 
passing over of the sins done afore- 
time, in the forbearance of God” 
(Rom. 3:25, R.V.). The covenant of 
the law required heavy penalties for 
sins. “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4). But God, in His 
mercy, had spared Israel from the 
penalties which were due them. He 
had accepted the animal sacrifices as a 
temporary measure, looking forward 
to the Great Sacrifice that was to come. 
The Lord’s words, “Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17), mean‘ that 
the purpose of His coming was not 
merely to keep the law Himself as a 
perfect Example, but also to pay the 
cost on the part of Israel. The shed 
blood of the countless animals slain 
and offered up in the courts of the Ta- 
bernacle and Temple had not been 
able to cleanse the consciences of the 
offerers (Heb. 9:13, 14; 10:2), and 
those sacrifices were only temporary 
expedients pointing forward to the 
Perfect Sacrifice to be made “once for 
all,” without which they would have 
been incomplete. The Lord’s death re- 
presented the payment in full for the 
broken law on the part of Israel, Only 
after the law had been thus “fulfilled” 
could the way be opened for the ful- 
fillment of the glorious messages of 
the prophets with their promises of 
redemption and restoration. 

Upon the Person of the Lord de- 
pends the whole interpretation of the 


cross. If He were not the eternal Son 
of God—God-Man—the doctrine of 
His death in the place of sinners is 
rightfully criticized as a miscarriage 
of justice and a travesty. No man can 
justly die in the place of a sinner; still 
less could one innocent man die in the 
place of a great many guilty ones. It 
is God Himself, suffering as God, to 
satisfy the claims of His own just laws. 
who alone can justly take the place of 
sinners and can Himself pay the pen- 
alties which otherwise must rest on 
them. 

If then the cross is not God’s gra- 
cious provision for sinful man where- 
by he may obtain pardon for his sins, 
a new nature, and eternal life, but is 
regarded as the tragic death of a good 
man who lived before his time, then 
the only means of salvation is charac- 
ter and good works. The whole hope of 
the human race is thus reduced to the 
final achievements of evolution and 
what it may hold out in the hidden 
mists of a far distant future. There 
is absolutely no assurance of the final 
triumph of good over evil and the des- 
truction of the latter throughout the 
world. The destiny of the individual 
soul becomes a matter of still greater 
uncertainty and pure conjecture. 

The historic faith of the Church, as 
contained in the Scriptures, is clear, 
logical, and guaranteed by the char- 
acter and purposes of God Himself. 
There alone are to be found assurance 
and certainty in these days of world- 
wide uncertainty and upheaval, and 
therein alone is to be found the hope 
of the Church and of the human race. 


. Jymns, the long-awaited Inter-Varsity hymnal, has met difficulty in the 
plate-making process and probably will not appear until the middle of 


June, just in time for summer school. 


21 








Plain talk and friendliness help the cause of Christ. 


SPEAK THEIR LANGUAGE 


By E. Marcarer CLARKSON 


E WERE WALKING home from 
AY cctenat one afternoon, ten-year- 
old Julie and I, just chatting. Born of 
a Jugoslav father and a Canadian 
mother, Julie was telling me of her 
cousins in the old country, whom she 
had never seen. 

“Just think, Julie,’ I remarked, “‘if 
you were to go to Jugoslavia to visit 
them, they wouldn’t understand you. 
You'd have to learn to speak Jugosla- 
vian!” 

“Oh, no!” exclaimed Julie, eyes 
wide in shocked surprise. “I wouldn’t 
talk their language. They’d have to 
learn to speak mine!” 

“But suppose they wouldn’t want 
to?” I queried. 

“Then I'd make them!” asserted Ju- 
lie decisively. 

When it comes to our relatioriships 
with non-Christians, I wonder if we 
do not too frequently reflect something 
of that attitude. We make no attempt 
to speak the language of our friends; 
we insist that they learn ours. Then 
we wonder why they do not feel at 
home in our gatherings or seem to 
think that Christians are a smug, self- 
satisfied crowd. 

Our interest in others is too often 
not in them, but in their being as we 
are. And while we may be sincere in 
wanting them to accept Christ, our 
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thoughtless actions and lack of true 
understanding of our fellows’ needs 
may bewilder and repel the very ones 
we are seeking to win. 

We do not stop to consider that our 
way of speaking, praying, and sing 
ing may seem strange to non-Chris- 
tians; much less do we reflect that it 
may repel them. To people with little 
or no religious background, or at best 
a purely formal one, our manner of 
speech is often almost in the nature 
of a foreign language. 

We talk easily of being “saved” and 
“separated,” of “walking with God,” 
of “testifying,” of “what the Lord has 
done for us,” seemingly totally un- 
aware that our guest-listeners may 
have little or no idea of what we are 
talking about. 

When we pray, we frequently as- 
sume an unnatural tone of voice, ut- 
terly different from what we normally 
use, one which a stranger might very 
possibly designate as sanctimonious. 
Unconsciously we seem to drop into a 
phraseology quite mystifying to the 
uninitiate, wherein we “do just thank 
and praise the Lord” for this and that; 
continuing on with such requests as 
“and now. Lord, we do just beseech 
Thee, Lord, that Thou come upon us, 
Lord;” and ending our various peti- 
tions with the promise that “all shall 








redound to Thine honor and glory.” 
While most such prayers are offered 
in utmost sincerity and are heard in 
Heaven, they do little for the non- 
Christian in our audience. They do not 
impress him; often they actually re- 
pulse him. 

Frequently our singing gives even 
greater cause for offense. We sing of 
momentous truths in cheap, extrava- 
gant language and.with jazzy, poorly- 
constructed tunes which must fall 
strangely on the ears of many of our 
non-Christian listeners. We dismiss 
lightly as stuffy and non-evangelical 
good and beautiful hymns that have 
stood the test of centuries, largely be- 
cause we are too lazy to get to know 
their worth. We ignore the fact that 
their depth and dignity of devotion 
could and should mean something vi- 
tal to us, and that their very familiar- 
ity, if nothing else, will very likely 
cause them to appeal to our guests. We 
may try to make up in forced enthu- 
siasm and volume what many of our 
choruses lack in beauty and intelli- 
gence of expression and musicianship. 
We think that because we like our 
songs, our friends should, too; where- 
as actually they are more quick than 
we to recognize shallowness, since 
they know nothing of the living ex- 
periences of which we so heedlessly 
sing. 

Before and after our meetings, we 
are prone to congregate in little cli- 
ques with our Christian friends, often 
making only perfunctory introduc- 
tions, hastily greeting or actually ig- 
noring the non-Christians who are 
visiting us. Such scant courtesy is un- 
likely to commend the joys of Chris- 
tian fellowship to outsiders. 

We condemn non-Christian asso- 
clates because they show little or no 
desire to “learn our language.” They 
in turn shy away from us and.are re- 


luctant to accept our invitations, And 
Satan laughs in glee because our zeal 
for Christ on the one hand is not bal- 
anced with consideration, kindness, 
understanding, and a sense of the ap- 
propriate on the other. 

Our failures in these matters are 
largely due to thoughtlessness. Most 
of us have been brought up in the at- 
mosphere of the Christian gathering; 
we do not stop to think how we might 
react if we were to encounter it for the 
first time once childhood and adoles- 
cence were past. We fail to put our- 
selves in the place of the non-Christian 
guest and try to see ourselves and our 
programs through his eyes. Few of our 
friends will actually voice their ob- 
jections to our meetings; they will just 
plan to be otherwise engaged the next 
time an invitation is extended them. It 
is for us to be objective and self-criti- 
cal. We must analyze the situation 
ourselves and endeavor by God’s grace 
to make our meetings measure up to 
the standards that obtain in the gath- 
erings of the world’s better circles. 

We are not called upon to modify 
our message to suit our non-Christian 
friends. But I believe that we might 
well give prayerful thought to the re- 
vision of some of our methods of pre- 
senting that message so that our guests 
may feel more at home among us and 
be more attracted to the Saviour whom 
we want them to find. 

The keynote to our Christian gath- 
erings should be friendliness, natural- 
ness, and true happiness. We should 
be courteous, gracious, and interested 
in others. Our programs should be 
well planned and conducted, dignified 
without being stolid, and attractive 
without being compromising. 

What can we do to remedy the sit- 
uation? 

We can talk simply about the Lord 

Continued on page 37 
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China JVCF invades Peiping 


By Davin H. Aneney, Traveling Secretary of the IVCF of China 


OUR HOURS AFTER leaving Shanghai, 
a were circling over Peiping, a 
city of massive walls and gorgeous 
temples and palaces. As I looked down, 
I had a magnificent view of the “Al 
tar of Heaven,” where the Emperors 
of the Ming and Manchu dynasties 
prayed and offered sacrifices for the 
sins of the people. Today, Peiping is 
the cultural center of China, and stu- 
dents from all parts of the country 
are flocking to its numerous universi- 
ties and colleges. 

It was with a feeling akin to fear 
that I stepped from the plane and 
faced the task of introducing the work 
of the China Inter-Varsity Christian 
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Fellowship in this large city. Formed 
in the West by students who had been 
evacuated from the occupied areas, the 
China IVCF is practically unknown in 
this part of the country, It was my task 
to find the Christian students and help 
them establish an evangelical witness 
How earnestly I prayed for guidance 
during those first few days; I was a 
complete stranger, knowing only three 
or four students whom I had met in 
Szechwan. 

On the morning after my arrival. 
two things happened to encourage me 
and make me conscious that the Lord 
was preparing the way. First, I dis 
covered Lt. Hong Sit, formerly vice 





ed 
en 
he 
in 
sk 
Ip 


Ss 


ee 
in 





president of the University of Illinois 
IVCF chapter. He had seen my name 
in HIS Magazine, and was greatly 
surprised when a chaplain with whom 
I had been talking phoned to inform 
him that I was in Peiping. Lunch with 
Lt. Hong that day began a fellowship 
in the work which I am greatly en 
joying. 
Before going to meet him, I inquired 
about a bicycle, as Peiping is a large 
city and the universities are miles 
apart. The shopkeeper, after acquaint 
ing me with the fantastic price of a 
bicycle, turned and asked: “You are 
a Christian, are you not?” 
“Yes, I am,” I replied, surprised. 
In the conversation which followed. 
I discovered that he was a member of 
the wide-awake church I was trying 
to locate! He took me around to the 
church and later offered to lend me 
a good bicycle until I could get one 
from England! Since then, I must 
have averaged about ten miles a day 
on that cycle. These are just two in 
stances of the way the Lord is guiding. 
Within a few weeks I was in touch 
with keen Christians from almost 
every college and was leading five stu- 
dent Bible classes each week. My first 
visit of the week is to the Peiping 
University College of Arts for a Tues- 
day morning meeting, in a room re- 
served for the exclusive use of the 
Christians, That evening I have a 
class for a mixed group of college and 
senior high school students, On Wed- 
nesday evening, half an hour’s cycle 
ride takes me out to the College of 
Education where the Christian Union 
also has its own room. The work there 
has been most encouraging, and sev- 
eral have turned to Christ already. In 
addition to the weekly Bible class, the 
members sponsor an evangelistic meet- 
ing each Saturday at which Christians 
from other colleges speak. The largest 










































of the Bible classes is held in a lecture 
room at the Engineering College on 
Thursday evenings, and the majority 
of those who attend it are non-Chris 
tians. In contrast to this meeting is the 
Friday class for medical students. 
Only a small number attend, but they 
are almost all Christians and eager 
to study the Word of God, They are 
full of questions, and I greatly enjoy 
the discussion. A good many _ non- 
Christians are attracted to these meet- 
ings as four out of the five are des 
cribed as “English Bible Classes.” 
though actually they are almost bi 

lingual, since a good deal of the ex- 
planation must be given in Chinese. 

Especially during the last two or 
three weeks, some of the talks that 
have followed these classes have been 
most encouraging. After studying the 
account of the healing of the impotent 
man (John 5), one engineering stu- 
dent stayed behind the others. 

“T want to be made whole,” he said 
to me when we were alone. “I do not 
want to be like a bird with one wing.” 

I had used the illustration when 
speaking of spiritual wholeness, of a 
crippled bird that was always earth- 
bound and could never mount up into 
the heavens, Both that night and later 


IVCF alumnus in China 
Charles Hsu, ex- 
IVCFer from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, 
is now music depart 
ment head at Yench- 
ing University, where 
photo was taken. 


Evangelistic Mission 

Photo shows poster 
announcing Evangel- 
istic Mission. The ar- 
tist is a student at 
Shanghai Medical Col- 
lege. Side characters 
read, “Life is in Jesus 
Christ. This life is the 
Light of Men.” 


when he came to see me, this student 
prayed most earnestly, and I trust that 
he has entered into the Kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Another young fellow wrote an es- 
say in English, describing why he 
wanted to be a Christian, and then 
came to have a talk in Chinese. The 
long account that he gave of his past 
experience revealed, in some measure, 
the frustration and_ dissatisfaction 
which characterizes the lives of so 
many young people in China today. 
Driven almost to despair by the polli- 
tical, moral, and spiritual darkness 
which seemed to surround him, he 
turned to the New Testament. 

“But I regarded it only as a tale- 
book, and did not get anything good 
for my sorrow,” he admitted frankly. 

For a time he visited a church, but 
still did not find the light for which 
he was seeking. Now, once again, the 
Lord has spoken to him, and he seems 
to be genuinely anxious to receive the 
message of salvation which alone can 


satisfy his spiritual need. May the 
closing words of his essay, “Why I 
Hope to be a Christian” come as a 
challenge to all who read this, to pray 
not only for him, but also for the mul- 
titudes of young people in this land 


whom he represents: “I do believe in 
the existence of God,” he wrote, “but 
I feel I have not the courage to save 
me from the sorrow and pain and sin, 
so that I may become a new man. I do 
not know how I may come to Him so 
that I may depend on Him, but I hope 
that you can give me some directions 
and courage in the name of God.” 

A small nucleus of keen Christians 
in each college gives us real hope for 
the future of student work in Peiping. 
Even though the summer vacation has 
not yet ended, we have been able to 
gather the students together for a 
weekly prayer meeting, and in a short 
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time, over thirty were attending a 
special prayer conference which we 
had for three mornings in succession. 
We started soon after seven with sing- 
ing and then, following a message 
from the Word of God, we spent about 
three-quarters of an hour in prayer to- 
gether, Breakfast at 9:30 provided an 
opportunity for the students to get to 
know representatives from the various 
Christian Unions, and on the last day 
we closed with a testimony meeting 
which would not have finished before 
lunch if a time limit had not been set 
for each speaker! We certainly praise 
God for the wonderful spirit of unity 
and power which characterized these 
gatherings, 

As a result of a_ three-morning 
prayer conference recently, thirty stu- 
dents were encouraged to plan an 
evangelistic mission. They invited as 
speaker, Mr. Wang Ming-tao, who 
had just returned from a five-months’ 
tour in the West where he had spoken 
in quite a number of colleges and uni- 
versities. Mr. Wang is well known in 
Peiping for his courageous witness 
during the war years, when, in spite 
of personal danger involved, he 
adamantly refused to enter any of the 
Japanese-sponsored organizations. Al- 
though strict orders had been issued 
that no church could remain open 
unless it became a member of the 
religious federation recognized by the 
invaders, Mr. Wang’s Christian Tab- 
ernacle, which usually has four to 
five hundred people at the morning 
service, refused to compromise, and 
still continued its work throughout 
the war. His fearless witness and 
hatred of anything that savours of 
hypocrisy, has made him one to whom 
the young people of Peiping will listen 
with respect. Like a modern John the 
Baptist, he does not hesitate to de- 
nounce sin whether it be in govern- 
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ment circles, social life, or the church. 

The Salvation Army Hall which 
seats about 800 and is in a very central 
position, was kindly lent to us, and 
the head of a government orphanage 
next door, a keen Christian, provided 
a safe place for the several hundred 
bicycles for which we had to cater 
each night. Fifteen thousand invita- 
tions were printed at very short notice 
by a Christian printer who laid aside 
his other work and labored through 
the night in order that the meetings 
might be well advertised. Above all, 
many of the students and Christian 
friends united in that effectual fer- 
vent prayer which alone can prevail 
to break down the barriers of sin and 
prejudice which prevent so many from 
receiving new life in the Lord Jesus. 

Almost every seat was occupied on 
the first night of the Mission. Students 
formed at least two-thirds of the con- 
gregation. And, except for one wet 
evening, numbers kept up well each 
night. 

The main subject for the series of 
meetings was “The Need of the Youth 
of Today.” Beginning with two intro- 
ductory talks dealing with the sin and 
defeat that characterizes the present 
generation, under the title of “The 
Need for Self-Recognition,’”’ Mr. Wang 


went on to speak evening by evening 
on the need for new life, power, faith, 
love, hope, and so on. Few will forget 
his message on the Cross of Christ, 
when we were very conscious of the 
working of the Holy Spirit in our 
midst, A large number remained to an 
after-meeting that night, and we trust 
that many of those who gave in their 
names will enter into the full know- 
ledge of salvation. On the tenth eve- 
ning the hall was crowded once again 
and as a result of a special request, it 
was decided that the Mission should 
be prolonged for one more night. At 
the close of the meeting, a special 
gathering was arranged to welcome 
those who had indicated their desire 
to follow Christ, and Christians from 
the various universities were intro- 
duced. Some thirty or forty said that 
they would like to buy Chinese Bibles 
or New Testaments, and we rejoice 
in the knowledge that, as the living 
seed of the Word of God has been 
planted in many hearts, it will truly 
bring forth fruit to eternal life. 
Surely there is a harvest to be 
reaped among the students of China 
today. The tragedy is that there are 
so few workers ready to go forth into 
the fields of opportunity with the Lord 
of the Harvest. “Pray ye therefore. ..” 


the : China is a seething mass of political unrest, her people faint and heavy with 
eh. In the weariness and heartache of long years of war, and yet with a great upward 
. : surge of open-heartedness to the message of salvation which is to all people. 
; Students in China’s colleges and universities are responding to the gospel 
ing § invitation, great enthusiasm is being shown in youth evangelistic campaigns, 
and & young people are pressing into Bible schools and seminaries, new schools are 
out § being opened, church leaders are awakening to their responsibility to the 
ind spiritual need of China’s children...more than half of China’s 475 million 
of people have yet to hear the gospel.... 

om The great need is for men, young men, strong young men who love God 
and are prepared to serve Him as pioneer workers, giving themselves to lan- 
guage study and hard work in order that souls may be reached among the 
Chinese, Tibetans, and aboriginal tribes people. 
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DOUBLE BOOK REVIEW 


So Great SatvaTion. By J. F. Strombeck. 
Strombeck Agency, Inc., Moline, Illinois. 
1944. 152 pages. Price, $.50. Available at 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 


| Ds Henry Ostrom said of So Great 
Salvation: ‘This book seems to 
get hold of me with a grip that will 


not let me go. I count it the truth 
from cover to cover, but how such 
vastness of truth could be written so 


> 


plainly astonishes me.’ 

So Great Salvation proposes, as the 
author puts it, “to gather into a small 
volume the salient truths concerning 
salvation and present them in the 
language of the layman.” 

Salvation is “so great” because it 
delivers one from the reign of Satan 
and the curse of God for sin; it is 
available to all; its purchase required 
the death of God’s Son. It redeems 
men, the crowning work of creation, 
each part of which is beyond man’s 
comprehension. It is perhaps best seen 
in view of the awfulness of sin, from 
which it delivers. 

In addition to its value to men, the 
death of Christ has value to God Him- 
self in meeting the demands of His 
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justice and allowing His love “to 
extend pardon and peace to all who 
will come to Him by the way of the 
Cross.” 

After this discussion, Mr. Strombeck 
takes up what God does in justifying 
man and shows that He forgives all 
his trespasses for Christ’s sake (an 
act which cannot be accomplished by 
man’s effort), provides the righteous- 
ness which God demands, brings man 
into harmony with God, gives him a 
new life with a new nature, makes 
him eternally the object of God’s un- 
failing love. 

Chapter 15 shows how man is saved: 
“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 
The two elements required in salva- 
tion, repentance and confession, are 
emphasized. 

Because “assurance is of inestim- 
able value in all phases of human... 
(and) spiritual life,” the author is 
careful to outline how one can be sure 
he is saved and will be saved forever. 

Why does God save man? Mr. 
Strombeck shows that it is in order 





that man “ shall not perish,” that he 
may do good works, and that he may 
be “to the glory of His grace.” 

Although “God says nothing what- 
soever in His Word to the unsaved 
about the matter of conduct,” good 
conduct is listed as a result of salva- 
tion. It is the outworking of God’s love 
rather than the result of fear. 

So Great Salvation is an extremely 
valuable book for both Christian and 
non-Christian; it shows the former 
what he has in Christ and the latter 
what he may have. 


DiscrpLINep By Grace. By J. F. Strombeck. 
Strombeck Agency, Inc., Moline, Illinois. 
1946. 152 pages. Price, $.50. Available at 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 


ce by Grace spotlights the 
practical, everyday living of the 
Christian and asks why it is not on 
a higher plane. 

The answer the author finds in the 
neglect of the teaching of Titus 2:11- 
13: “For the grace of God that bring- 
eth salvation hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us that, denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world: looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” 

It is not law but the “grace of 
God that bringeth salvation” that also 
teaches us how to live. What is this 
grace? It is “the unmerited, abound- 
ing provision of the unrestrained oper- 
ation of God’s infinite love through 
Jesus Christ on behalf of man, espe- 
cially those who believe.” 

God’s grace is more than the means 
whereby God forgives sin; it provides 
the Christian a standing before God, 
the strength for Christian living, and 


the privilege of coming—at last—into 
perfect union with God. 

This life which grace teaches denies 
“ungodliness and worldly lusts”—i.e., 
everything (no matter how moral) 
which does not have a regard for God 
and is toward the world. 

Now godliness demands a voluntary 
dependence on God, which necessarily 
produces humility in men. Again we 
have the example of Christ who 
washed the disciples’ feet. The descrip- 
tion of this act in the Scriptures is 
prefaced by the statement that Jesus 
knew “that the Father had given all 
things into His hands” and “that He 
was going to God.” We know these 
things too and on a basis of them we 
too can be humble. 

A careful distinction is drawn be- 
tween the Christian’s position as per- 
fect before God and his state of Chris- 
tian living. ““The standing depends in 
no way upon the state, but the state 
rests entirely upon the standing.” 

God’s standard of living is higher 
than that of any religion or sect, and 
cannot be met by mere will-power. 
True, many a man can be “honest, 
conscientious, diligent, kind, loving, 
manly” by sheer will-power or out of 
a sense of obligation or for his own 
pleasure; but he cannot love God with 
all his heart, soul, and mind and his 
fellow Christian as Christ does (John 
15:12) without having his thoughts 
brought into obedience to God (II Cor. 
10:5) and being filled with all the 
fullness of God (Eph. 3:19). 

Since Jesus said, “Without me ye 
can do nothing,” and Paul repeatedly 
declared that his life was lived by the 
faith of the Son of God, that it is 
the Lord Jesus Christ who gives the 
victory, that it is God who causes us 
to triumph—since everywhere the 
New Testament teaches complete 

Continued on page 37 
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ST. PAUL'S Correspondence School 


By Satity L. Ho_tmes 


Es, [ll be sure to write.” How 
Tee times did you let these 
words glibly slide from your tongue 
when you left for college last fall, or 
during that conference last summer 
when you met so many Christians? 
And how many times have you 
actually written those letters? Or, if 
you have written, have your letters 
shown that you are one of the “re- 
deemed of the Lord”? Correspondence 
with Christians has a beneficial effect 
on both writer and recipient, and 
should be neglected no more than 
other Christian responsibilities and 
privileges. But a mere setting of words 
on paper is not enough. A letter 
written by a Christian should let that 
fact be apparent. To paraphrase Psalm 
107:2, “Let the redeemed of the Lord 
write so.” 

For a pattern in Christian letter- 
writing, we can go to our inspired 
textbook. Checking St. Paul’s letters 
for his approach and method, we can 
see that he used three methods of con- 
veying spiritual aid and blessing to 
those to whom he wrote: (1) by auth- 
oritative doctrinal teaching directed 
at the specific need of those to whom 
he was writing; (2) by the testimony 
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of God’s blessing in his own life and 
ministry; (3) by evidence of his deep 
love and interest and constant prayer 
support regarding them, Our letters 
too should contain, in varying propor- 
tions, these three elements, in addition 
to the ordinary mention of everyday 
events and activities, 

Although in Paul’s writing author- 
itative teaching was usually the main 
purpose of the letter, we college stu- 
dents acutely realize our lack of 
understanding concerning the doc- 
trinal ramifications of our faith. In 
spite of the fact that one to whom we 
write may show a need of or even 
request help in some doctrinal point 
reasonably clear to us, we hesitate 
long and uncertainly, basically be- 
cause we feel both uncertain of our 
knowledge and unworthy to present 
it. But such reasoning does not hold 
up under examination. If we are un- 
certain about a point on which we 
have had some teaching, it is only 
necessary to review it from Scripture, 
using a concordance and perhaps notes 
or reference from a helpful book. If 
we have passed through an experience 
similar to that facing a friend, we can 
be sure of our ground and speak from 
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knowledge based on that experience. 
As to unworthiness, no Christian is of 
himself worthy to do any deed or 
speak any word. It is only by the Holy 
Spirit’s presence within him that he 
can be enabled and led of the Lord to 
(John 16:13-15), and college 
students can be led of the Lord in this 
way as well as those more actively 
engaged in His work, 

In the matter of what to present of 
doctrine or spiritual help for a par- 
ticular situation, it is especially neces- 


speak 


sary to wait upon the Lord in prayer. 
We will feel impelled to present the 
way of salvation to one who has not 
accepted Christ, and to this end a sim- 
ple, clear statement of the Gospel, 
including Scripture references, can be 
written as God leads. In regard to 
Christiarr friends, at times inconsisten- 
cies in their testimonies or the desire 
to help them make a particular deci- 
sion may occur to us. Before mention- 
ing such points, pray, and then if God 
lays the necessity increasingly upon 
your heart, write. A girl now plan- 
ning to enter foreign mission work 
was brought to the place of decision in 
large part through the letters and 
prayer support of a distant friend 
whom she rarely saw. The Lord can 
fruitfully use our letters in these mat- 
ters if we look to Him for guidance 
in each detail. 

Paul’s example of including per- 
sonal testimony should be followed. 
Many times a few words of some 
recent evidence of the Lord’s presence 
can be used mightily by Him in the 
heart of one to whom we write. Hear- 
ing us speak of an answer to prayer, 
or an opportunity to speak to someone 
of our Saviour, or an especially pro- 
voking thought from a sermon or our 
reading, or a new meaning found in 
a familiar Scripture passage, may be 


just the touch necessary to help a 
friend through a lonely day or with 
a knotty problem. Testimony of the 
Lord’s blessing is within the ken of 
every Christian, and it is his duty and 
privilege to share it. 

Notice the passages in which Paul 
expresses his love for those to whom 
he writes and mentions his constant 
prayer in their behalf. “Blest be the 
tie that binds our hearts in Christian 
love” is not an empty phrase; we can 
praise God for that tie which unites 
all those who put their trust in Christ. 
And since that tie exists, it is up to 
us to make it ever stronger by using 
it, for paradoxically, just as God’s 
promises are made stronger by lean- 
ing on them, so the bond of fellowship 
will be strengthened by use. Let your 
friends know that you have an abid- 
ing interest—born of love—in their 
activities, that you rejoice in their vic- 
tories and sympathize in their adversi- 
ties. And above all, let them know you 
are supporting them by prayer. (It 
should be noted, however, that it is 
often preferable not to let non-Chris- 
tian friends know you are praying for 
them, as it may create a barrier of 
antagonism. ) 

Prayer for your friends after the 
manner of Paul in Ephesians 3:14-19 
and Colossians 1:9-12 will bear fruit, 
for “the effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much” (James 
5:16), and in addition it will be a 
source of satisfaction and joy both to 
you and to the one remembered. With 
Christian friends, a fellowship based 
on brotherly love and prayer support 
is one of the happiest of our earthly 
associations, even if of necessity it 
must be carried on by correspondence. 
Try it and see! 

You will find a beneficial effect 
upon yourself; the above outline may 
have given hints as to how this actual- 





ly comes about. For example, there 
was the necessity of brushing up on 
some cloudy point of doctrine. It is 
acknowledged that we know ever so 
little about the full teaching of God’s 
Word; therefore every problem that 
causes us to study some particular 
phase of the Word should be accepted 
gratefully, Many times, too, when we 
are forced to express in writing 
thoughts and beliefs, they become 
crystallized in our own minds. 

Again, the desire to include a word 
of testimony causes us to take stock of 
our spiritual condition. The readiness 
and ability to speak of an instance of 
the Lord’s blessing in our lives is an 
excellent index of our closeness to 
Him. If we have been living in close 
communion with Him, the problem in 
regard to testifying is to decide which 
instance to include, rather than expe- 
riencing a vain search for even one. 
And lastly, Christian love and inter- 
cessory prayer are spiritually reward- 
ing under any circumstances, and a 
mutual exchange of these elements of 
Christian experience doubles the 
blessing. Try it and see. 


who can be included among those 
with whom you correspond. Don’t 
hesitate to include someone outside 
your circle of closer friends: that one 
who accepted Christ at conference this 
summer, an IVCF member who is 
forced to leave school and the Chris- 
tian companionship which it afforded. 
We who are blessed with daily or at 
least weekly fellowship in campus 
groups should remember those who 
do not have such an opportunity. 
Among the latter will be many of the 
alumni of the IVCF group who have 
left the campus to enter their careers 
in secular surroundings. Keep in touch 
with them, by personal letter as well 
as the less personal chapter newsletter, 
And remember, all of your correspon- 
dence will be effective only in direct 
proportion to the amount of prayer 
behind it, so pray before, during, and 
after writing. 

Start now to pick up the stray ends 
of your correspondence. Write those 
long overdue letters, incorporating 
into them Paul’s threefold approach. 
Be sure your faith in Christ shines 
through them, “Let the redeemed of 


A few words should be added as to the Lord write so!” 

Christians are to testify by meekness, humility, and heavenly-mindedness. 
The people of God should always show a temper like the Son of God, who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again. If you are in the habit of resenting in- 
jurious conduct; if you do not bear it meekly, and put the best construction upon 
it, you contradict the Gospel. Some people always show a bad spirit, ever ready 
to put the worst construction upon what is done, and to take fire at any little 
thing. Nothing makes so solemn an impression upon sinners as to see a Christian, 
truly Christ-like, bearing affronts and injuries with the meekness of a lamb. It 
cuts like a two-edged sword. 

Every Christian makes an impression by his conduct, and witnesses either 
for one side or the other. His looks, dress, whole demeanor, make a constant 
impression on one side or the other. He cannot help testifying for or against 
religion. He is either gathering with Christ, or scattering abroad. At every 
step you tread on chords that will vibrate to all eternity. Every time you move, 
you touch keys whose sound will re-echo all over the hills and dales of heaven, 
and through all the dark caverns and vaults of hell. Every movement of your 
lives, you are exerting a tremendous influence that will tell on the immortal 
interests of souls all around you. Are you asleep, while all your conduct is 
exerting such an influence? —Cuaries G, Finney 





This (Morning Weel, Ger 


Your Quiet Time may well be the most important period of your 
day. Ask the Lord to speak to you each day as you prayerfully study 
His Word. The Bible is your light for this month’s way, for this day’s 


walk; be sure to use it. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Genesis 34. (1) Would it appear as you 
study this chapter and 35:1 that Shechem 
was the place where God intended Jacob 
to dwell? What were the results of his doing 
so (33:19) ? What impression did the inhabi- 
tants of Canaan gain of the people whom 
God had chosen to bless? (2) All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God and is profit- 
able for various spiritual purposes (II Tim. 
3:16). What particular end can this story 
serve in my life? (3) Have I learned to 
ask counsel of God before entering into an 
agreement with others? 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

GeNEsIs 35, 36 (1) How was God’s call 
to Bethel especially calculated to awaken 
a response in Jacob? (2) What is the neces- 
sary preliminary to all true worship? 
Meditate on Ex. 19:10 and Heb. 10:22. 
(3) Consider v. 10: Jacob, the supplanter 
transformed into Israel, a prince with God. 
Can such a God make me strong where 
I am weak? (4) Discover in chap. 36 the 
reason that led to the fulfillment of God’s 
promise that Jacob, not Esau, should 
receive the land of Canaan. 
INTRODUCTION TO MARK 

As Matthew’s Gospel was written to pre- 
sent Jesus Christ to the Jew, so Mark’s 
Gospel presents Him especially to the Ro- 
man. It is the Gospel of action. In one 
realm after another the Son of Man dis- 
plays His power, until in 15:39 the Roman 
centurion exclaims, “Truly this man was 
the Son of God.” 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

Mark 1:1-20 (1) What was John’s con- 


sciousness of his ministry and his relation- 
ship to the Lord Jesus? Would others 
receive an equivalent impression of the 
Lord from the way I speak of Him? 
(2) Meditate on God’s words “in whom I 
am well pleased.” What is their signifi- 
cance uttered at the commencement of 
the Saviour’s ministry? (3) For what pur- 
pose did Jesus receive the Spirit’s anoint- 
ing? Cp. Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38. “Christ” 
means the “anointed one.” See Psalm 2:2. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
Mark 1:21-45 (1) Note every reference 


in this chapter to unseen powers. Eph. 6:12 
is illustrated here. What is the importance 
of the Lord’s spiritual encounters of vv. 10- 
13 as a preliminary to His ministry of free- 
ing men from Satan’s power? Cp. Col. 1:13. 
(2) Connect vv. 35 and 39. Example pre- 
ceded the teaching of 9:29. (3) Meditate 
on the words, “I will.” What things do I 
know definitely to be the Lord’s will? 
(II Pet. 3:9; I Thess. 4:3) 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

Mark 2:1-17 (1) Forgiveness of sins and 
faith receive first mention. In what order? 
Who displayed faith? Does the word “their” 
exclude the man on the bed? (2) On this 
occasion Christ manifested His supernatur- 
al power in three realms. What were they? 
Am I letting Him control these three 
realms in me? How did Levi introduce his 
friends to the Lord Jesus? 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Mark 2:18-28 (1) What were the four 
criticisms of the Lord in this chapter? 
(2) Vv. 21, 22 refer to the new wine of 
Christ’s teaching that requires a new out- 





look and new methods of expression. Am 
I looking to Christ for only a patchwork 
improvement of my concept of life? For 
the new receptacles see II Cor. 5:17. 
(3) Contrast man’s view of the sabbath and 
God’s original intention. Why do I keep 
one day in seven? 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Mark 3:1-19 (1) Observe the Lord’s effec- 
tive method of answering His critics, used 
in 2:18-22, 3:1-6 and again in vv. 20-30. 
Why is it effective? Can it be used among 
students? (2) What is still a cause of grief 
to the Lord? Think over the warning even 
for His own in Heb. 4:7. (3) Note three 
reasons for the appointment of the Twelve. 
What training was necessary before they 
could join in His ministry? Without this 
can there be spiritual results? 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

Mark 3:20-35 (1) Contrast the two kinds 
of criticism here, noting the motives that 
inspired each. How did the Lord’s friends 
account for His sacrificial devotion to the 


needy multitudes? (2) What was the 


essence of His reply to those who would 
restrain Him? Can I meet the qualifications 
for spiritual kinship with my Lord? (3) 


What gave rise to the solemn words on the 
unforgivable sin? What is the outstanding 
contrast between vv. 29 and 30? 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

Mark 4:1-20 (1) What new method of 
teaching did Christ now adopt? Vv. 11, 12 
stating His purpose are a condensation of 
the quotation in Matt. 13:14, 15. Was He 
seeking to hinder the multitudes from con- 
version? Or did He seek to lure men by 
pictures to hear truths they would not 
otherwise receive? Cp. Matt. 21:45. (2) 
What three lines of opposition to spiritual 
growth are seen in the parable of the 
sower? What is the spiritual significance 
of a “root within themselves”? Cp. Jer. 17: 
7, 8 and Ps. 1:2, 3. Have I such a rvot? 
(3) Memorize v. 9. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

Mark 4:21-45 (1) Note the setting of 
v. 25. What kind of possession was meant? 
On what condition can I be assured of its 
increase (v. 23)? (2) What does v. 33 
indicate of Christ’s purpose in the parabolic 
method? Cp. Jn. 16:12. (3) How did the 
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disciples account for the calming of the 
storm? What is the only relationship to 
the Saviour that can produce peace instead 
of turmoil in my heart? 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

Mark 5:1-20 (1) What remarkable 
feature have you observed about every 
demoniac with whom Jesus came into con- 
tact? Distinguish between “devil” used 
only of Satan and “demons.” In v. 15 etc.. 
the literal translation is ‘demonized man,” 
and in v. 13 “demons.” (2) What were 
the effects of the demons upon the man 
himself and in relation to others? Contrast 
the effects of the Holy Spirit in a human 
life. (3) What caused the strange reaction 
of the nearby residents? Remember God 
had forbidden Jews to traffic in swine. 
Contrast their request with the demoniac’s. 
Why did Christ grant one and not the 
other? When His answer to my prayers is 
“No,” can He still count on my co 
operation? 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

Mark 5:21-43 (1) What do vv. 24 and 29 
reveal concerning the Lord’s response to 
the request of human need? For whose 
sake besides the woman’s did Jesus say, 
“Thy faith hath made thee whole’? 
(2) By Jewish law, the ailment of this 
woman cut her off from home, friends and 
the services of the synagogue. Augustine 
said of this story, “Flesh presses, faith 
touches.”’ How often, when with the crowds 
in the company of Jesus, do I reach out and 
touch Him for myself? (3) Imagine your- 
self as Peter, James or John. What would 
have impressed you most about the Lord’s 
attitude towards Jairus and his family and 
the woman whom He healed? Could this 
knowledge of the Lord be of help to some- 
one you know? 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

Mark 6:1-29 (1) In what new situation 
did the disciples now behold their Master 
in contrast to the scenes of the previous 
chapters? What important lesson must they 
have learned? (2) What was the purpose 
of the’ disciples’ tour? What was the result 
in relation to the Lord? Prayerfully let 
me examine my aim and the outcome of 
my testimony to Him. (3) Observe Herod’s 
own attitude towards John the Baptist. Was 
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it really his high sense of obligation to an 
oath that led him to execute the prophet? 
What was Herod’s great lack? Has God 
supplied me against such deficiency? 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Mark 6:30-56 .(1) Were the disciples 
wholly deprived of the rest to which Jesus 
invited them? Who bore the burden of 
teaching the multitudes? Note the consid- 
erateness of the Lord (v. 45). (2) What 
was the great need that so stirred the com- 
passion of Jesus at this time? What valu- 
able lesson can I learn here concerning the 
way to meet the needs of others? Contrast 
the words of man, “Send them away” with 
those of God’s Son, “Give ye them to eat.” 
What was the result of obedience? (3) 
Why do you think the apostles’ hearts were 
hardened that night? Do I sometimes resent 
upset plans even when spiritual opportuni- 
ties are involved and thereby (v. 52) fail 
to understand the Lord’s purpose? 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

Mark 7:1-23 (1) What lay at the center 
of the Pharisees’ criticism? Observe that 
Christ’s answer is directed towards this. 
What important distinction did He point 
out? (2) By pronouncing “Corban” over 
his property or money, a man thereby dedi- 
cated it to God. Thus through tradition he 
escaped responsibility to his parents by 
declaring that what might have been used 
to help them had been set apart for God. 
(3) Put into your own words the essence 
of Christ’s teaching in vv. 14-23. Can I 
blame unfortunate circumstances or Satan’s 
power to tempt as the cause of my failures? 
What is here shown to be man’s greatest 
need? Cp. Ezek. 36:26, 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

Mark 7:24-37 (1) In view of Christ’s 
response to this Gentile woman, why do 
you think He spoke so discouragingly 
(v. 17)? What two commendable quali- 
ties are evident in her answer? (2) Who 
took the initiative in the request for the 
healing of the deaf mute? Apply v. 32 
spiritually to those deaf to Christ’s voice. 
(3) What use did this man make of his 
restored powers of hearing and speaking? 
Which is of more value in God’s sight, 
well-intended deeds or obedience? (4) 
Memorize v. 37. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

Mark 8:1-21 (1) From 7:24-8:10 the Sav- 
iour was in Gentile territory. What then is 
the main distinction between the feeding 
of the 5,000 and that of the 4,000? Meditate 
on Christ’s power to “satisfy” all, compar- 
ing 7:42 with 8:8. (2) Were the Pharisees 
really without a sign? Why did Christ sigh 
deeply? Do I ever cause Him to sigh for 
the same reason? (3) The disciples remem- 
bered the facts of the miracles but failed 
to recall the spiritual lessons. Of what help 
can my memory be to me spiritually? 
Do I use it? 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

Mark 8:22-38 (1) What request was made 
for the blind man? Note how fully the Lord 
complied with that request. Why? What 
may I count on Him to do for me while 
as yet I lack clear vision in any problem? 
(2) Apart from 1:1 this is the first occa- 
sion in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus is called 
the Christ or the Messiah. What teaching 
immediately follows this recognition? Why 
is a knowledge of who Christ is so essential 
to an understanding of the importance of 
His death and resurrection? (3) Observe 
carefully the sequence here. Christ an- 
nounces the suffering of His cross. Peter 
says, “No, Lord, you must not suffer.” The 
Lord responds, “Not only I, Peter, but you 
too and all who would follow Me must 
suffer death—the life of death to self.” 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

Mark 9:1-13 (1) For the coming of the 
kingdom in power, although not in perfec- 
tion, cp. Acts 2:41 and 4:33. Jesus Christ 
had just revealed the only way whereby 
the kingdom might come in power. What 
was that way? (2) God’s voice of confir- 
mation had come just prior to the wilder- 
ness experience, What was the particular 
value of this second divine pronouncement 
at this point in the Lord’s ministry—for 
the Saviour Himself and for the disciples? 
(3) Under what circumstances can I expect 
to see the Lord transfigured before me? 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 : 
Mark 9:14-29 (1) The Lord Jesus came 
from the mount into an atmosphere 
charged with unbelief. Someone has dis- 
tinguished four kinds: wilful unbelief, un- 
willing unbelief, irresponsible unbelief and 
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unconscious unbelief. To whom was the 
reference in each case? (2) For what was 
Jesus looking before He performed the 
miracle His disciples had failed to do? 
Why did they, previously successful 
(6:13), fail now? Cp. Matt. 17:20. Are 
former spiritual victories any guarantee of 
present power with God? Read I Cor. 9:27. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

Mark 9:30-50 (1) The central teaching 
here is the need for personal purity, for 
the inner burning of fire to consume evil 
(v. 49) instead of the unquenchable fire 
of God’s wrath. (2) If I have the Spirit 
of Christ, what attitudes toward others will 
replace my natural desire for pre- 
eminence? (vv. 33:42) 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

Mark 10:1-22 (1) What are the funda- 
mental truths concerning marriage (vv. 6- 
9)? Meditate prayerfully on the words 
“God hath joined together.” (2) How does 
my life as a follower of Christ affect the 


children who know me? (3) What does — 


God require of a man above and beyond 
moral rectitude? Cp. Jn. 17:3. What hin- 
dered this young man from obedience in 
this respect? Is there anything hindering 
me? 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

Mark 10:23-45 (1) Observe the reactions 
of the disciples (vv. 26, 32, 41). What was 
Christ’s revolutionary teaching concern- 
ing (a) entrance into the kingdom of God 
(b) the way this kingdom was to be estab- 
lished (c) the pathway to honor in His 
kingdom? (2) What thought underlies the 
whole passage? What verse sums it up? 
(3) Christ’s teachings were not ideals only 
but were demonstrated in actual fact. Will 
I let God demonstrate them again in my 
life? (4) Memorize v. 45. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

Mark 10:46-11:11 (1) What was the good 
news they told the blind man? What news 
can I tell those spiritually blind? See II Cor. 
4:4.*Why does the Lord want our prayers 
to be definite? (2) Compare the Lord’s 
so-called Triumphal Entry with contem- 
porary Roman triumphal processions. Note 
the ass—a beast of burden, the old clothes 
and broken trees. What aspect of the King 
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was thus emphasized? See the prophecy, 


Zech. 9:9. (3) Will this always be a fea- § Com 
ture of His kingship? Meditate on Rev. 
19:11-16. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 Jest 
Mark 11:12-26 (1) Leaves succeed the § foW 


ent 
live 


first ripening of figs. This tree’s obvious 
profession was empty. Of what people was 


31; 38-40). (3) Is my money used to win 
commendation from men (v. 38) or from 
the Lord (v. 43)? 


it a picture? Cp. Christ’s words in Matt. \ 
21:43. (2) Have I something more than tec] 
leaves to offer spiritually hungry students? avo 
(3) What was the divinely intended func- ton 
tion for the temple? What for the fig tree? 
$0 | 
Both were unrealized. What were the con- he 
sequences? : 4 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 = 
Mark 11:27-12:12 (1) The chief priests, am 
scribes and elders represented religious, str 
moral and civic authority. Why did they ; 
immediately recognize (12:12) the impli- rel 
cations of the parable of the vineyard? try 
Read Isa. 5:7. (2) Observe how this par- ¥ 
able answers the question of 11:28. What 50 
authority did Christ thus claim? (3) What wei 
did the owner expect of the husbandmen? 
Has God a right to expect this of me? - 
Cp. Jn. 15:2. = 
p 5 g 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 w 
Mark 12:13-27 (1) The Pharisees resented TI 
Rome’s yoke; the Herodians thought it ge 
politic to submit. Study Christ’s answer. th 
Has He anything to say to me concerning ar 
the payment of taxes? (2) Render means 
“give back.” What things are God’s? Just 
money? See I Chron. 29:14. and cp. hymn C 
line, “I give Thee back the life I owe.” 
(3) Observe how the Lord turned a foolish 
question into an occasion for revealing d 
needed truth. Ask Him for skill to avoid t] 
arguments and do likewise. a 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 li 
-Mark 12:28-44 (1) Four of the Ten Com- a 
mandments deal with man’s relationship t 
to God, six with his relationship to J 
men, Show how Christ’s answer to the 
scribe summarized the whole law. (2) The I 
temple offerings were for the support of the 
priests and the poor. Of what significance ( 
was the widow’s gift in connection with 
Christ’s teaching that day? (See vv. 17, 30, 1 
1 
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Continued from page 23 
SPEAK THEIR LANGUAGE 


Jesus and the satisfaction we have 
found in Him, We can tell how He 
enters into all phases of our everyday 
lives. 

We can pray in everyday non- 
technical, non-theological, language, 
avoiding such mannerisms as assumed 
tones of voice and the “‘catch-phrases” 
so prevalent in Christian circles. And 
the way to do that is to remember that 
it’s the Lord to whom we are praying 
and not other Christians or even the 
strangers. 

We can sing good hymns, ones with 
reverent music and words, and artis- 
try as well as truth. 

Above all, we can live convincingly 
so that our friends will accept our 
witness. We can let Christ so possess 
us that, far from dodging our invita- 
tions, students will come to us to ask 
what is our secret of victorious living. 
Thus they will be prepared for the 
gatherings we have prepared for 
them; without this, the best-planned 
and executed meetings will fail. 


Continued from page 29 


BOOK REVIEW 


dependence on God, “The true life, 
then, which is taught by grace is not, 
as is so commonly thought, a life 
lived by the individual with some 
assistance from God at crucial times; 
but is rather a life of God Himself by 
Jesus Christ, His Son, through the 
power of the indwelling Spirit.” 
What about good works by the 
Christian? They have a large part 
(since we are “created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works”), but they are not 
the highest ideal. That is love for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The only works 
which are acceptable are those for 


which love (not fear or compulsion) 
is the motive. 

“Not until Christian conduct is re- 
lated to the high calling in Christ 
Jesus, can there be a clear understand- 
ing as to the why, or why not, of many 
things.” 

For one living a life in which Christ 
is truly the pre-eminent One, the 
blessed hope of the return of the Lord 
is a great incentive and a comfort. 


NEWS OF THE CAMPUS 


According to our last information, Ralph 
Covell, recently national student president 
of the Student Foreign Missions Fellowship, 
and Doris Leonard, former IVCF staff mem- 
ber for Ontario, were booked to sail from 
San Francisco for China on December 15. 

In a business session at the Convention 
for Missionary Advance in Toronto, Dave 
Howard of Wheaton College was elected 
president of the SFMF for the coming year. 
Vice presidents are Bob Stevens, medical 
student in Toronto, and Bob Finley, gradu- 
ate student at University of Chicago. The 
new secretary is Gordon Beachem from Co- 
lumbia Bible College, SFMF’s largest chap- 
ter. 

Christian students at the UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA in Berkeley are making 
an effort to reach the foreign students on 
their campus through well-planned parties 
especially for them every two weeks. 

If votes were taken for the most unusual 
site for a d.p.m., the decision would prob- 
ably go to the chapter at DULUTH STATE 
TEACHERS COLLEGE. IVCFers here 
gather every morning at eight o’clock on 
the staircase leading to the auditorium bal- 
cony. Closed off by twin doors at the foot 
of the staircase, this place has become a 
chamber of intercession. 
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SNEWS OF THE CAMPUS 


Campus in the spotlight last month was 
the UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, host to 
the IVCF-FMF International Convention 
for Missionary Advance. 575 delegates jam- 
med out accommodations planned for 500, 
over 250 of these indicating a definite pur- 
pose to prepare for foreign missionary ser- 
vice. The unified purpose of those who 
attended to seek God’s will for their lives 
whatever the cost characterized the entire 
convention, a gathering which many Chris- 
tian leaders regarded as a significant step 
forward in a great evangelical push to com- 
plete Christ’s commission. Detailed reports 
of the convention will appear in the March 
issue of HIS. 


Sailing soon for Japan is Miss Irene 
Webster-Smith, former IVCF staff member, 
who has been granted permission by her 
mission board, the Japan Evangelistic 
Band, to do student work in that country. 
A great variety of requirements which in 
volve physical exams, immunization shots, 
and much documentary data including per- 
mission from MacArthur have to be met 
before she may. actually enter Japan. After 
25 years of previous service there—when 
she might retire to the convenient living 
of this country—Miss Webster-Smith has 
chosen to return to that impoverished na- 
tion, uncertain even of a place to live, 
certain only that He who has called her will 
provide her with strength to “endure hard- 
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 


Prayer is requested that she may find liv- 
ing quarters; and it is expected later on that 
contributions will be enlisted for food par- 
cels to be sent to her. Gifts for Miss Web- 
ster-Smith and for the foreign work of 
IVCF in China, India, Central America, 
and Europe are urgently needed and accept- 
able at any time by either the Toronto or 


Chicago offices of the Fellowship. 


The chapter at UNIVERSITY OF IOWA = 
retreated to a nearby lake not long ago for 
a week end conference, centered about the 
perfect theme, Christ. Associate General 
Secretary Charles Troutman and Staff 
Member Mary Beaton led in the many 
fireplace-discussions. 

Rejoicing at the many evidences of God’s 7 
blessing this fall is the chapter at UNIVER- 
SITY OF OREGON, reporting campus re- 
cognition, an increase in the d.p.m.’s and | 
weekly Bible week-long Bible 
study class, and best of all, four student 
conversions. 

The group at WASHINGTON STATE 
COLLEGE has found student-led weekly 7 
meetings to be interesting and effective. One 
recent meeting took the form of missions 
night, with testimonies from students pre- 
paring for foreign service and a message 
by the chapter missions chairman. There © 
are both dawn and twilight d.p.m.’s on this 
campus. 

From Quito, Ecuador, Abe VanDerPuy 
writes: “The door (at the UNIVERSITY 
OF QUITO) is wide open for gospel work 
among the students. As far as I can deter- 
mine, there isn’t an evangelical Christian 
in the student body. However, I am begin- 
ning to know the students, and find that 
members of the class in sociology are es- 
pecially easy to reach. In our Youth for 
Christ meetings held in the National Opera 
House of Ecuador two weeks ago, there 
were between 100 and 200 university stu- 
dents present each night. Quite a few of the 
students have been coming to me with re- 
quests that I teach a class in English lan- 
guage study. I have replied, ‘I will give you 
lessons in English on the condition that in 
the class we will spend an equal amount 
of time in Bible study.’ Most have accepted 
that arrangement, and if possible I shall 
begin classes in January.” 


studies, a 
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